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Legal Study in Light of National Sovereignty and the

Requirements of Globalization

Hussien Abdel-Moati Abdel-Nabi
PhD researcher in the Department of Public Law, Faculty of Law, Benha
University, Egypt.
E-mail: hussienabdlmo3ty@gmail.com
Abstract:

Recent years have witnessed a significant increase in the use of
citizenship-by-investment programs by many countries as an economic tool
to attract capital and stimulate growth. This trend has been accompanied by
legal and legislative variations between countries in terms of
implementation mechanisms and the extent of adherence to national and
international standards. This has raised questions about the compatibility of
these programs with the concepts of national sovereignty and belonging,
given the openness and economic competition imposed by globalization.

This study aims to analyze the legal framework for acquiring
citizenship through investment from a comparative perspective, comparing
different models (such as Turkey, the European Union, Egypt),
demonstrating the extent to which these practices impact the principle of
national sovereignty, and measuring the balance between economic
interests on the one hand, and considerations of identity and national
belonging on the other.

The study relied on a comparative analytical approach, through an
analysis of constitutional and legal texts, relevant judicial decisions, and
international references such as human rights conventions and United
Nations reports. The study concluded that citizenship-by-investment
programs, although they represent a non-traditional economic resource,
may open the door to risks related to national security, transparency, and a
loss of control over the conditions of national belonging, especially in the
absence of international standards regulating these practices. The study also
highlighted significant disparities in legislation between countries, whether
in terms of investment conditions, the extent of physical residency
requirements, or judicial oversight of citizenship-granting decisions.
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In light of the above, the study recommends the development of a
flexible international framework to regulate investment naturalization
programs, one that respects the national sovereignty of each country
without depriving citizenship of its legal and humanitarian content. The
study also calls for strengthening parliamentary and judicial oversight of
these programs and establishing standards that ensure beneficiaries align
with the values of national society, not just its economic interests.

Keywords: Naturalization By Investment, Citizenship, Economic
Citizenship Programs, National Sovereignty, And Globalization.
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(1) Surak, K. (2021). Millionaire mobility and the sale of citizenship. Journal of Ethnic
and Migration Studies, 47(14), 3220-3238.

(2) Dzankic, J. (2015). Investment-based citizenship and residence programmes in the
EU. Journal of Contemporary European Studies, 23(3), 401-416.

(3) Shachar, A. (2018). The marketization of citizenship in an age of restrictionism.
Ethics & International Affairs, 32(1), 3—13.
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(2) Kalm, S. (2019). Reclaiming Sovereignty in the Global Age: The Politics of
Citizenship by Investment Programmes. Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, 45(6),
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(1) Prof. Dr. Cemal Sanli’'ya Armagan, (2020), Guincel Gelismeler Isiginda Yatirim Yoluyla
Turk Vatandashiginin Kazanilmasi: Problemler ve Céziim Onerileri¢ Public and Private
International Law Bulletin, 40(1): 125-141.

(2) Republic of Turkey Ministry of Interior — Directorate General of Migration
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(1) In the documents requested in exceptional citizenship applications; Certificate of
civil status and certificate of marriage if married, certificate of divorce if divorced,
death certificate of spouse if widowed; A document such as a birth certificate or
population registration sample showing the identity information of the person and a
population registration sample or similar document proving the family ties of the spouse
and children if married." https://www.nvi.gov.tr/turk-vatandasliginin-kazanilmasi .

(2) Baran Celik, p. 401. Writer; "As a matter of fact, the fact that the foreigner has more
than one marriage has been taken into consideration in Article 34 of the YUKK, which
regulates the family residence permit. Accordingly, according to the law of the country
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of citizenship, only one of the spouses is granted a family residence permit in case of
marriage with more than one spouse. However, children from other spouses may also
be granted a family residence permit (Art.34/2). Although the expression of the law of
the country of which he is a citizen initially seems to be compatible with Article 13/1 of
the MoH.C., since it is possible to authorize a law other than national law due to the
application of Article 13/1 with reference and since national law cannot be applied in
accordance with Article 4 of the Mohuk in the case of stateless, refugees and those
injured by international protection, it would have been more appropriate to make
arrangements in the law as 'more than one marriage according to the law designated as
competent in accordance with the Mohuk'." statements.

(1) Yuksek, p. 173.
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(1) According to the view we agree with; The author expressed reservations about
granting citizenship to the spouse in the acquisition of citizenship by investment,
arguing that in addition to the application of the obstacle of "national security and
public order" in the matter of polygamy, it is useful to introduce a restrictive provision
in the residence permit in Article 31/1-j of the FIPL as in the case of the family
residence permit Yiksek, p.139. Shevtsova, Maryna. “Acquisition of European Union
citizenship through marriage: Citizenship policies and the experience of transnational
couples in Germany and lItaly” Central European University, Department of Gender
Studies, Budapest, 2013, p.46.

(2) Private International and International Procedural Law: Law Number: 5718,
Acceptance Date:11.27.2007, Official Newspaper: 12.12.2007/26728.
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(1)Yargitay'dan Tiirk vatandashgina gecen 'cok esli' Suriyelilere iliskin emsal
karar:
https://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/turkiye/yargitaydan-turk-vatandasligina-gecen-cok-
esli-suriyelilere-iliskin-emsal-karar-2023964 .

Yabancilara vatandashkta ikinci es ve cocuk formiilii:
https://www.haberturk.com/gundem/haber/1618584-yabancilara-vatandaslikta-ikinci-
es-ve-cocuk-formulu (16 Jun 2025).

(2) Since same-sex marriages are not considered valid in terms of Turkish law, they are
not included in order not to expand the scope of the study, see Same-sex marriages for
information. Sirmen, Kazim Sedat. “Es Cinsel Birliktelikler ve Bunlarin Kanunlar
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(1) Sit Kosgeroglu (n 21) 196-197.

(2) Scherrer, A., & Thirion, E. (2018). Citizenship by investment (CBI) and residency
by investment (RBI) schemes in the EU: State of play, issues and impacts. European
Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS), European Union.

(3) Dilek, S. (2017). Yatirim yoluyla vatandaslik ekonomik aktiviteye katki saglar mi?
Seta Perspektif, 162(1), 1-4.

(4) Scherrer, A., & Thirion, E. (2018). Citizenship by investment (CBI) and residency by
investment (RBI) schemes in the EU: State of play, issues and impacts. European
Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS), European Union.
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(1) Dilek, S. (2017). Yatirim yoluyla vatandashik ekonomik aktiviteye katki saglar mi?
Seta Perspektif, 162(1), 1-4.

(2) Scherre and Thirion (n 30) 26.

(3) Parker, O. (2017). Commercializing citizenship in crisis EU: The case of immigrant
investor programmes. Journal of Common Market Studies, 55(2), 332-336.
https://doi.org/10.1111/jcms.12506.

(4) Yilmaz, A. C. (2018). Mukayeseli hukukta ve Tiirk hukukunda yatirimci vatandaslik
olgusu: Ius Pecuniae. Public and Private International Law Bulletin, 38(1), 191-195.

(5) Shachar, A., & Hirschl, R. (2014). On citizenship, states, and markets. Journal of
Political Philosophy, 22(2), 231-257. https://doi.org/10.1111/jopp.12029.
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(1) Ibid.
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from the global boom in investor immigration. Migration Policy Institute.
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(2) Britons Divided Over Individuals Obtaining Visas via Investment:
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investment/ accessed 12 Jun 2025.
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(4) EU urges crackdown on 'golden passports' for big investors:
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(1) European Commission. (2019). Report on investor citizenship and residence
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Global Citizenship Observatory [Accessed on 1.06.2025]. Retrieved from:
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(2) Ibid.
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https://www.transparency.org/en/publications/european-getaway-inside-the-murky-
world-of-golden-visas .

(1) The criteria in 2007 included investments at least 15,000,000 Cyprus Pounds
(equivalent to €25,000,000). In 2011, amount of investment was reduced to
€10,000,000.

(2) Cyprus Mail. (2021). More than half of Cyprus passports were given under
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(3) Menzilopoulou, A., & Dumbrava, C. (2018). Investor Citizenship and Residence
Schemes in the European Union. European Parliamentary Research Service, p. 8.

(4) Trimikliniotis, N. (2015). Report on Citizenship Law: Cyprus. EUDO Citizenship
Observatory, p. 14, 23.
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(2) The requirement of holding a residence permit in Cyprus was introduced in 2016.
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investment (How Cyprus citizenship prices, 2019).
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the Murky World of Golden Visas. p. 27.
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(1) Donation to one of the following organisations: the Cypriot National Solidarity
Fund, the Fund for Renewable Energy Sources and Conservation of Energy, the
Research and Innovation Foundation, the Industry and Technology Service.
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(1) Weingerl, P., & Tratnik, M. (2019). EU Citizenship and Investment Citizenship: A
Legal Assessment of the Cypriot Scheme. European Papers, 4(1), 91-113.
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(2) Ibid., p. 101.

(3) Kudryashova, E. (2020). Golden Passports: European Values, Rule of Law, and the
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