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Administrative Liability for Environmental Damages

in the Saudi Environmental System: An Impact Study
Faris bin Mohammed Al-Bateh
Department of Law, College of Sharia and Law, University of
Hail, Saudi Arabia.
E-mail: f.albati@uoh.edu.sa
Abstract:

This study examines the field of administrative liability for
environmental damage in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, highlighting
recent statutory developments. The research gap lies in the scarcity
of studies that integrate the Sharia-based and statutory foundations to
analyze this concept, particularly following the promulgation of the
2020 Environmental Law.

Problem and Significance: The core problem is the ambiguity
surrounding the scope of environmental administrative liability and
its practical implementation mechanisms, especially concerning
cumulative damages and the difficulty of proving causation. The
study's significance stems from the exigent need for a clear legal
framework that balances the requirements of economic development
(Vision 2030) with the imperative of environmental protection.
Objectives and Questions: The primary objective is to examine the
Sharia-based and statutory foundations of environmental
administrative liability. It seeks to answer the central research
question: How has the Saudi Environmental Law reshaped the
traditional concept of administrative liability to address
contemporary environmental challenges?

Methodology: The study adopted an analytical and comparative
methodology, analyzing the provisions of the Environmental Law
and its executive regulations. These were compared with
international principles and leading practices, while being
jJurisprudentially grounded in the sources of Islamic Sharia.

Key Findings: The research concluded that the Saudi legal system
adopts an advanced concept of liability based on the "precautionary
principle" and the "polluter pays principle," thereby shifting the
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focus towards objective liability. Despite the strength of the
theoretical ~ framework, the  findings revealed practical
implementation challenges, such as overlapping jurisdictions among
regulatory bodies and the difficulty in assessing intangible damages.
Recommendations: The study recommends developing a unified
scientific guide for the measurement of environmental damages and
establishing an integrated electronic platform to enhance
coordination among regulatory bodies. It also suggests future
research on financing mechanisms for environmental remediation.
Keywords: Environmental Administrative Liability, Precautionary
Principle, Polluter Pays Principle, Cumulative Environmental
Damage, Sustainable Development.
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Law, Policy and Practice (pp. 3-26). Edward Elgar Publishing.
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Economic Valuation of Environmental Damage and Compensation Mechanisms"

by Smith, J. M., & Johnson, L. K. (2018). Journal of Environmental Law, 30(2),
201-225.

(4) Restoration and Rehabilitation as Core Components of Environmental
Liability Regimes" by Davies, P., & Jones, A. (2019). Environmental Policy and
Law, 49(3), 155-168.

(5) Corrective Measures in Environmental Liability: Preventing and Mitigating
Pollution" by Miller, R. S. (2017). Environmental Management and Sustainable
Development, 6(1), 45-59.

(6) Ecological Restoration Programs: Legal and Administrative Frameworks for
Biodiversity Recovery" by Brown, K. T., & Green, L. P. (2020). International
Journal of Environmental Studies, 77(4), 543-560.
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University Press, 2003, p.267.
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(1) Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, UN Conference on
Environment and Development, Rio de Janeiro, 1992, Principle 15.
(2) Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, UN Conference on

Environment and Development, Rio de Janeiro, 1992, Principle 15.

(3) Reversal of the Burden of Proof in Environmental Law: A Precautionary
Principal Application" by Fisher, D. E. (2016). Environmental Law Review,
18(3), 211-230.
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(1) The Precautionary Principle and its Application in Environmental Policy and
Administration" by O'Riordan, T., & Jordan, A. (2018).Journal of
Environmental Policy & Planning, 20(1), 1-17.

( 2 ) Stringent Standards and High-Risk Activities: Implementing the
Precautionary Principle in Environmental Regulation" by Wiener, J. B.
(2017). Risk Analysis, 37(8), 1435-1450.

(3) Adaptive Governance and Environmental Permits: The Role of Periodic
Review under the Precautionary Principle" by Lee, K. N. (2019). Environmental
Governance, 7(2), 187-204.
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(6) OECD, Recommendation on Guiding Principles concerning International
Economic Aspects of Environmental Policies, OECD Council, Paris, 1972.
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Cambridge University Press.
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(1) Kamali, M. H. (2003). Principles of Islamic jurisprudence (Revised ed.).
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(1) Weiss, B. G. (1992). The search for God's law: Islamic jurisprudence in the
writings of Sayf al-Din al-Amidi. University of Utah Press.
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