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Psychometric Properties of the Social Communication Scale
in a Sample of Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder

The current research aimed to develop a Social Communication Scale for
children with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and to verify its
psychometric properties. The sample consisted of (60) male and female
children with ASD from "Enaya Foundation for Child and Family Skill
Development™ and "Al-Zahabiya Association for Special Needs and Skill
Development.” Their chronological ages ranged from (4 — 6) years, with a
mean chronological age of (5.11) years and a standard deviation of (0.88).

Scale Development and Dimensions

The scale was developed by reviewing the available theoretical
framework on social communication in children with ASD. The
researcher relied on a variety of sources and references in its construction.
The scale comprises 47 items describing social communication in
individuals with ASD, structured into three main dimensions:

« First Dimension: Social Interaction (16 items): This dimension
refers to the appropriate use of words, phrases, gestures, and
alternative forms of communication produced clearly by the child
and directed towards another person. The purpose is to attract
another person's attention, participate in an activity, obtain comfort,
help, or affection from another person, or share something with
another person without attempting to draw the other person's
attention to the item.

« Second Dimension: Requesting (14 items): This dimension
involves words or gestures made by a child with ASD to obtain an
item/toy (a tangible activity) or to get another person to perform a
specific action with the item.

« Third Dimension: Joint Attention (17 items): This dimension
represents the clear integration of eye contact with words,
vocalizations, or gestures, in addition to alternative forms of
communication by the child, to draw another person's attention to
an item/event for an abstract purpose (sharing an experience) with
that person.

Psychometric Properties and Study Findings
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Confirmatory Factor Analysis (CFA) was employed, and the study results
indicated that the scale possesses a factor structure composed of the three
dimensions (Social Interaction, Requesting, and Joint Attention). The
scale also demonstrated high reliability, with a Cronbach's Alpha value of
(0.89) for the scale as a whole, and exhibited high internal consistency.

These findings affirm the scale's validity and reliability in assessing
social communication among children with Autism Spectrum Disorder.
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