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The Relationship between Political Culture and
Political Transformations: A Critical Study

Atef Saadawi
Prof. Dr. Mahmoud Abou Alainien Dr. Mahmoud Zakaria

» Abstract

This study critically examines the relationshipvisetn political
culture and democratic transitions, addressing &tye countries
succeed in democratization while others fail. laltdnges theories
that posit cultural, economic, and social preratgsdor democracy,
particularly those used to explain the "democrdedicit" in Arab
and Islamic societies by invoking static culturedits allegedly
hostile to modernity. The study reviews foundatlomarks by
Gabriel Almond and Sidney Verba, who linked "papant"
political cultures to stable democracies, and Rbleutnam’s
emphasis on social capital in Italy. It critiquest@rministic cultural
frameworks, such as Lucian Pye’s view of Asiantpl culture as
inherently incompatible with liberal democracy digecollectivist
values. The conclusion asserts that political caltis a dynamic
variable, not a deterministic barrier. Democratiansitions can
emerge through elite pacts and institutional regreven in the
absence of "ideal" cultural conditions. Thus, aatiessentialism is
inadequate; structural and political factors playiaotal role in
shaping democratic outcomes.

Keywords: Political culture, political transformation, soctpital,
civil society
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2 - Michael C. Hudson, the political culture appro&ctarab democratization
the case for bringing it back in carefully, In, RBgynen, Bahgat Korany,
and Paul Noble,ed, Political Liberalization aB&mocratization in the
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Arab World, vol. 1. Theoretical Perspectives (BauldCO: Lynne
Rienner, 1995), pp. 65- 69

1 - Bernard Lewis, the roots of muslim rage, Atlartlagazine, Spetember
1990, http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archi®&/09/the-roots-of-
muslim-rage/4643/
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3 -Samuel.P Huntington, The Clash of Civilizations,rdtgn Affairs,

Summer 1993
Aalall c))Ja.u Q\)\M‘\’S)Am\) il Cazlla M;):\s &_1\)1..4;“ (‘a\.)ms Oy aaing d.UAm -4

519-515 (= = (1999 cautl)

Ady By el Al 4.\“?




4 L IS saall Ul Jy of allad) e o I palig ¢ allandll i el
2ay ) Al s iy ) s sasidl Gl s Akabiens A e
238 (s by (e ol callall lled iy Ahalll dkalially ) yaial) SAN g
V) sl ks ) Joall e WS SV g allall las 6 sSes Jl Al
o) Lol Algil) o2a £5ly clBgn Jon llfic) sae Jolial) 8 Jay 40
& Jiaiall Callaall A3les 5l s L Jsad e olaly clilds f /5 bl

ERMIERAFI]

s agdl Al ¢ oyl 138 g8 " (g’ Ll Ll ) Al aa) L
e DAS) ALY ol (B s paien agild " il Ghtia) cVsde Jolad )
sLaiy) s laal e odales "oy’ ol aey o<1y FOblaY) and
A8 Jlea) conall (e o) (g0 43 V) pad) el Jaall i & L)
G I e 4l gy diahalianally Aallullly due y2IS dinee Wil agh Lyl 13
LGl sl Ay e ) (e o LY day pude S &GN )l o
RS Jalal jaay il sy 4l "o (g0 U i Fasylally Lalall,
bl () ) A8 d55a5 ) Gialdl Lels cdplapndl) 3ydail caiad cangg
LS Laall a8l 2oasl) sl g ciagaally 4Y) doe i) il Y
saals Adl pulgsarate Glada Gl syl Ay ulud) A8E) agd ) aageay
celand) e sl el Slasda¥) ) R ol das e Bk S Ay
Lial sall LGN calloall () o5 Gay cAlsguns s o oS (Sl5 oY1 & (ga
e laa) Cilgagilly arall Adianl) Al and dglaa haly (8 A o<y
ol 8 Gl As))

3t BAL) Gl danl s Bangi contull e Al Ales ¢ LalisSed a1
294 -293 Lo = (1993« jlls daasill o5aY)

2 - Michael C. Hudson, Opcit, p 70

3- ibid, p72

4~ ibid, p73
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1- Lisa. Anderson , Democracy in the Arab World: Aitidue of the
Political Culture Approach. In, Rex Brynen, Bahdarany, and Paul

Noble,ed, Political Liberalization and Democratiaatin the Arab World,
vol. 1: Theoretical Perspectives (Boulder, CO: LgnRienner, 1995),

pp.88-89
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1 - Dankwart Rustow, Transitions to Democracy: Towarynamic Model,
in, Lisa Anderson (ed.), Transition to Democracie{v York: Columbia
University Press 1999). PP. 14- 17

2 Ibid; PP. 26- 33
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1 Ibid; P34

2 - Baogang He, The National Identity Problem and Dematization:
Rustow's Theory of Sequence, Government and Opgaosihternational
Journal of Comparative Politics ( London ) , Vdb, 3o. 1, Winter 2001,
pp. 100-102

3 O' Donnell, G., Schmitter, P. and Whitehead, L.sje@ransitions from
Authoritarian RuleComparative Perspectives , (Vol.3), (Baltimore:nkh
Hopkins University Press,1986)
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1 Mainwaring, S., O’Donnell, G., and Valenzuela, &dg), Issues in
Democratic Consolidation,( South Bend: UniversitiNotre Dame Press,
1992)

2 . Shain, Y. and Linz, J. (eds) Between State®rimt Governments and
Democratic Transitions, (Cambridge: Cambridge Ursitg Press, 1995)

3 - Guillerno , O' Donnell, Philippe Schmitter and Laonce Whitehead.
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1- John Sheahan, Economics Policies and the PrasgectSuccessful
Transition from Authoritarian Rule in Latin Americauillerno, O
Donnell, Philippe Schmitter and Laurence Whitehgads) Transitions
from Authoritarian Rul&Comparative Perspectives , Ibid, pp 155

2-O' Donnell, G. and Schmitter, P, Transitions fréwthoritarian Rule:
Tentative Conclusions about Uncertain Democra¢\ésl,4), (Baltimore:
Johns Hopkins University Press,1986), pp 41-56
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