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Managing Ethnic Diversity in Ethiopia since 2012
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o Abstract

Although ethnic and cultural pluralism is a gengalaénomenon that
is almost absent from a few countries, this phemmmeis more
complex in the African continent, where Africa repents a unique
model of ethnic pluralism.

It is no secret that the current African realitytégming with many
social, ethnic, cultural, religious and historicatructures and
diversities. There are clear differences betweeabikrspeaking Africa
and sub-Saharan Africa, and even within the frammkeved non-Arab
Africa, there are distinctions between the group Aviglophone
(English-speaking) countries, Francophone (Frep&aksing) countries
and Lusophone (Portuguese-speaking) countries.

It is worth noting that countries with diverse atitnes, religions
and languages, such as Ethiopia, which has 80 agtiesi speaking
hundreds of dialects, require special skill in ngang this diversity, a
skill that goes beyond the capabilities of indiatky regardless of their
leadership qualities that impress some, or areaaore for obtaining
international awards; It requires a structural tamtsion that allows
every individual, regardless of their ethnicityligeon or language, to
find themselves as citizens, and to enjoy the sapmortunities as
others of different religions and ethnicities, afad the values of
tolerance, participation and acceptance of diffeeemo prevail in
society, as a source of strength and not an eleofi¢hteat.

The country is facing a crisis of ethnic pluralistme roots of which
go back to the 1995 constitution, when it establistthe concept of
ethnic federalism in the hope of equality amongeits. This system
of government divided the country into 10 ethnigioas, and was
implemented by a coalition government led by "TygrReople's
Liberation Front" after its role in liberating tlweuntry from the brutal
communist Derg regime in 1991.

The Tigrayans have held positions of power in thiaidpian
government, army and economy for nearly three des;aahd the state
of discontent and ethnic divisions has worsenedduhat period.
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The system gives ethnic groups the right to seiémeination,
provided - according to Article 39 of the Ethiopi@onstitution - the
approval of two-thirds of the members of the Fedeealiament, which
is almost a veto, i.e. a right of veto. It is wortbting that there is a
wave of anger and protests in many regions agaibsf Ahmed's
policies and practices, which are characterizeddizyatorship and
human rights violations, the most prominent of ahwas the unrest
witnessed by the Oromo region, to which Abiy Ahniedongs, which
resulted in hundreds of deaths and injuries follmMhe killing of the
most famous singer in Ethiopia. The problem of ¢hady revolves
around the fact that Ethiopia is among the coumtw#éh a noticeable
ethnic diversity, which is likely to affect the bibty of the state and
threaten its survival, especially since the demaridbe ethnic groups
within it are numerous and emerge from time to timdifferent forms.

This problem includes a number of sub-questiong thost
important of which can be grouped as follows:

1- What do we mean by ethnic pluralism?
2- Why do ethnic group demands appear?

3- How do ethnic pluralisms affect the stabilitytbé state by
creating several problems and disputes througlerdifit stages?

4- What strategies did Ethiopia see on the occasi@udress
the situation and settle ethnic disputes withinstage?

Keywords: Ethnic Diversity - Ethiopia - Managing Ethnic Dredy -
State Stability
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