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Requirements for moving towards a green environment to achieve
sustainability in university libraries according to the Leadership
in Energy and Environmental Design system (LEED):

a field study of University libraries in Alexandria

Dr. Asmaa Hussein Mohamed
Department of Library and Information Science
Faculty of Arts - Alexandria University
asmmahussein89@gmail.com

Abstract:

The study aims to identify the requirements necessary for the transition towards a
green environment to achieve sustainability in university libraries according to the
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) system for evaluating green
buildings issued by the US Green Building Council in the United States of America. It is a
global classification system for excellence in sustainability and green building leadership,
through a field study of the Alexandria University libraries to analyze and diagnose the
current state there, and identify the role of librarian in environmental awareness for users,
reveal the obstacles to transforming the Alexandria University libraries into sustainable
green libraries, and present a set of proposals that can contribute to achieving access to the
Alexandria University libraries To be a green libraries that apply sustainability standards.
Using the field approach to collect the data necessary for the study, through a checklist that
that is a set of standards representing the requirements necessary for the transition towards
a green environment in accordance with the Leadership in Energy and Environmental
Design (LEED) system, the checklist, It was obtained and translated from the following
website: https://www.usgbc.org/leed/v4l, It includes five main axes: the site and its
relationship with the surrounding environment, water use efficiency, energy and
atmosphere, resources, and indoor environmental quality. Each axis includes a set of
paragraphs that express its requirements. Among the most important findings of the study:
the lack of policies for transform to sustainable practices, and the lack of strategic planning
necessary to transform libraries into green libraries. The study therefore recommends the
necessity of developing medium-term strategic plans to transform our university libraries into
green libraries, and benefiting from the modest plan proposed by the researcher to study or
develop it to benefit from it.

Keywords: Green Libraries; Sustainable University Libraries; Sustainable Libraries;
Sustainable Development; Strategic Planning for Sustainable Libraries.
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