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The Future of Islamic Philosophy in Souleymane Bachir Diagne`s  

Intellectual Project 

Abstract: 

Islamic Philosophy has contributed –significantly- in achieving cultural and 

cognitive richness in the history of human progress, In the scientific, cultural and 

intellectual fields, But what is its fate at the present time, and what is its future? There 

are several intellectual projects formulated by thinkers in the Islamic world, their 

efforts were based on returning to our authentic Arab-Islamic intellectual heritage, to 

study it, analyze it, highlight its bright aspects, purify it from the impurities that had 

clung to it, revive it, and develop it. To try to reach a comprehensive philosophy that 

organizes all aspects of life in our present and future; Hence the importance of our 

study of the Senegalese philosopher Souleymane Bachir Diagne (born in 1955 AD), 

who was interested in issues related to identity and its Issues, and in addressing 

dilemmas and challenges, in order to provide contemporary Islamic thought with 

future visions; Hence, his thought was not separate from reform issues, as is clear to 

us by his major works, especially: (Open to Reason: Muslim Philosophers in 

Conversation with the Western Tradition), Several methods were used in this 

research: Historical method, Analytical method, and Critical method. 

The aim of this Research is to reveal The Future of Islamic Philosophy in 

Souleymane Bachir Diagne`s  Intellectual Project, His project revolves around the 

necessity of restoring Rationality by Detection the various Muslim positions on reason 

and the limits of its application, in search of values of Revival and Renewal, and 

enhancing the ability to critique and evaluate oneself. This will enable Islamic 

intellectual life to regain its vitality and become a starting point for achieving progress, 

by reforming the present and resolving some contemporary issues. His project also 

revolves around the importance of the value of dialogue in Islamic thought, with 

different ideas and philosophies, and not rupture between cultures, in order to continue 

to connect them and benefit from each other’s experiences. Dialogue is essential in 

order to build a peaceful and tolerant world and avoid conflicts and disputes, in 

addition to the importance of pluralism and openness in Islamic thought. Which, 

according to Souleymane Bachir Diagne, represent the summary of philosophizing in 

Islam - in order to enlighten the mind against the spirit of religious Closedness and 

Fanaticism, The value of pluralism may be more appropriate for addressing 

intellectual difference among Muslims themselves, while the value of openness is 

important in managing rational, civilized interaction with other. 

Keywords: Islamic Philosophy- Future- Souleymane Bachir Diagne- Project- 

Spiritual- Rationalism- Reason- Hermeneutics- Heritage- Ijtihad- Dialogue- 

Tolerance- Translation- Pluralism- Openness- Identity- Islamic Modernity- African 

Philosophy. 
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