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The Future of Islamic Philosophy in Souleymane Bachir Diagne's
Intellectual Project

Abstract:

Islamic Philosophy has contributed —significantly- in achieving cultural and
cognitive richness in the history of human progress, In the scientific, cultural and
intellectual fields, But what is its fate at the present time, and what is its future? There
are several intellectual projects formulated by thinkers in the Islamic world, their
efforts were based on returning to our authentic Arab-Islamic intellectual heritage, to
study it, analyze it, highlight its bright aspects, purify it from the impurities that had
clung to it, revive it, and develop it. To try to reach a comprehensive philosophy that
organizes all aspects of life in our present and future; Hence the importance of our
study of the Senegalese philosopher Souleymane Bachir Diagne (born in 1955 AD),
who was interested in issues related to identity and its Issues, and in addressing
dilemmas and challenges, in order to provide contemporary Islamic thought with
future visions; Hence, his thought was not separate from reform issues, as is clear to
us by his major works, especially: (Open to Reason: Muslim Philosophers in
Conversation with the Western Tradition), Several methods were used in this
research: Historical method, Analytical method, and Critical method.

The aim of this Research is to reveal The Future of Islamic Philosophy in
Souleymane Bachir Diagne’s Intellectual Project, His project revolves around the
necessity of restoring Rationality by Detection the various Muslim positions on reason
and the limits of its application, in search of values of Revival and Renewal, and
enhancing the ability to critique and evaluate oneself. This will enable Islamic
intellectual life to regain its vitality and become a starting point for achieving progress,
by reforming the present and resolving some contemporary issues. His project also
revolves around the importance of the value of dialogue in Islamic thought, with
different ideas and philosophies, and not rupture between cultures, in order to continue
to connect them and benefit from each other’s experiences. Dialogue is essential in
order to build a peaceful and tolerant world and avoid conflicts and disputes, in
addition to the importance of pluralism and openness in Islamic thought. Which,
according to Souleymane Bachir Diagne, represent the summary of philosophizing in
Islam - in order to enlighten the mind against the spirit of religious Closedness and
Fanaticism, The value of pluralism may be more appropriate for addressing
intellectual difference among Muslims themselves, while the value of openness is
important in managing rational, civilized interaction with other.

Keywords: Islamic Philosophy- Future- Souleymane Bachir Diagne- Project-
Spiritual- Rationalism- Reason- Hermeneutics- Heritage- Ijtihad- Dialogue-
Tolerance- Translation- Pluralism- Openness- Identity- Islamic Modernity- African
Philosophy.
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() Jeffers, Chike (Ed.). (2013). Listening to ourselves: a multilingual anthology of African
philosophy, Albany: State University of New York Press, P. 177.

@ Pillay, Suren & Fernandes, Carlos (2016). “Transmission, obligation and movement:
an interview with Souleymane Bachir Diagne”, Social Dynamics: A journal of
African studies, Vol 42, No. 3, Routledge, PP. 542- 543, P. 546.
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(CP: Kapanga, Kasongo Mulenda (2005). "African Literature (Francophone)", University
of Richmond UR Scholarship Repository, P. 19).
@ Jeffers, Chike (Ed.).(2013). Listening to ourselves: a multilingual anthology of African
philosophy, OP. Cit, P. 177.

- CP: Diouf, Mamadou (Ed.). (2013). Tolerance, democracy, and Sufis in Senegal, New
York: Columbia University Press, P. 270.
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- CP: Howard, Damian A. (2011). Being Human in Islam: The Impact of the Evolutionary
Worldview, London & New York: Routledge Taylor & Francis Group, P. 83.
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(5) Alpert, Avram (2020). “Souleymane Bachir Diagne. Open to Reason: Muslim
Philosophers in Conversation with the Western Tradition. Trans. Jonathan Adjemian.
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Philosophers in Conversation with the Western Tradition. Trans. Jonathan Adjemian.
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philosophy in the land of prophecy, OP. Cit, P. 42.

02 (Gl g e 8 jluaall g alell G )b b 4l 5 dpadlu) sjt_.a;ﬂ;_w el il sLal o 58 aaal ()
Y oV (o

%VY‘A%@



(2536-9687) delihall sa sa) s} a1 (2735 5551) (s AN sa gall Agal)

(D £ 5a) Gapdall g an) gl sand) — daSas dpale Aaa — apand) o) sl Y] 48 Alae

—e) £VT) eS8 68 vie laass Al g =l A _iagill 35kl age g2l all 50 —olal
O v —a1evy) gy (2 o8Y

o €10 ghat s ABAAY o glall el 8 age 3 LYl AL lill IS 13K
Gl ) duiagill 020 3o 5k e 5 (b e 5 Aan il 5 duzaly Hl 5 Aliall o lall Geua
A sY) Al

JSy L Jad indy W) gaa aeas dpedlal) Adlil) A 50 adal) e iy @l
3 € padla) il i e e M edal S8 Leani e 1Y Uy Juaia
siaadl sa s e alaall sladall (5 a3 ias 3 5aa Gad Al AL ulill & 6
o Apaall 2By Anl ) aslall slies i cosall 3 pSal VL) mend ()
1) A s (AT Yt gl (—aYOY ) skl i Y g ga M 5 s s
Jaai €5 ptall Sal i b il con s aa it g (8 € YA 1) L ol 5 o(—aTY4
A2zl g e o ) Bhidl 85 8 G sl | i Badluy) Gy el 5 slmal slde of Y
PO Ja o 3538 65,38 (g () TYT =1 0T1) (s 8 bl s jadll zial
Augll Gn uall g bkl 3 (—a) Y 1) QQ;Q.}_).}\;:;A:J\G.@_\A\ a\jJ?LcTQA(j
Cllll b (g€ e 1) sonlls el b sl S W coliall 3 (—at Y ne)
sealadl s Ly 55l imall clde 5 Cuall el 3 sl slalal) e gl 38
) el

ALl Aac Y Audlu) Ay jall 5 jliaall  dgalad) A all Hlaa)) sallae (e aadg
oo S Jadi Ao g gy 4l agie allall IS8 o Lalal) Lgall 3l il yl 5 Csall g iU g
S asle 8 Calge Jile (o 2 Lo @ e 0 10BN i e 2ai 6 a il
(S gle Jsa el 0 mall 5 LS (LES (il e 33 Lo Olis G ila iy
sn il sl ) 5 4 e Wb Ayl g Apmelal g Ak il ol b Ly Y

AV VT e e A a Gl ga el ()
(2) Seitakhmetova, Natalie (2022). “The Role of Intellectual Islamic Heritage in the
Discourse of Modern Islamic Philosophy”, Wisdom 4 (24), ASPU Publication, P. 173.

U (Gl g e b jluzaall g alel) @J\s‘;m&}aﬂmmﬂy\s)m;w el il sLal o 58 aaal ()

60 —$%

%VY“\%@



1gana Lihas (laag saale G S (L iy Glales £ g e (B Aadlas) Adandi) iiene

Yo¥o Jus -daSaa dgale Adaa —apaad) o3 ol Y A0S Alaa

e aa e 1o the y gl AHEN el vudl slalal) sal padd) gl 188 €Ol a0
i gacill 5 DISY Jle 3 (a0 0 1) U el (oSS el sl s Jlae e 03 gen < gl
13) 606 i g Lol Lo (—2od0 i) s,y ol Oy el pual 5 catidl g 3lasall 5 ¢ DAY
A iy calaid) g ( BIAY 5 (Chgaill g (DS ale e ) da il ¢ g 8 e s
tie A pail o glall (e de gane (M ALaYL (Gl 53 plaliall aly cAualiiall 5 ol
M e o Aigly il ecobual) e dnaly )l o glall g e Loy ccalall 5 ol

GBI a8 Gat 8 ALY 5 laall 3 A il g Ua a gl of o 138
el clgasle 5ty U IS 5 L jlan o) 55 Lealil 538 (o 4 3l ey e slumall
ol iy Caall peaedl 3 ApluY) dddl) cidad ) sae g ) clia

A ) ISV (e A gane N Cuaall a3 Al W) A Wil 5
Bl e el g e S aciaall 8 s Sidl s Yl slae ) s ol Gl el il
Al ial gy cdadiy oS! allalls i seil Jal e ¢ in sDLal e aulil ¢
Y e sl el S Cunall 5 oaal) 8 Al Y1 AL il S Gl cadlanl (Bas
Aauddl) culS 13 ad @) s mal Gab ATy €Daan] e Leadatid (S WIS g
Bpany ind (o Lealad ¢ad ilalgad 23 (o allally Alia 3 055 (o ) Congs Lyl
(g LeBle 33855 5 pualaall Lliaill

Al 8 Lay 66 _yeamlaall Llamill 6 "LIS ZdUay) A ulill O3l W sy Y oSl
¢ 3laall olinas 3 ga ol 438lia L af il g8 — Jath 4l o due Laiay g duleall LL_cadl
Adual) g Al ¢ &I g el el 2 Jie ¢ laill dad 55 dule Cile g ga sl
o ani Lo LS caadl ookl el o 5 oai M tane Jelig ol b )

T pa bl gl ()

AN e @) 42 Goalal iy jal) ZAED (Ll Jaae LAl dauldl 1 jalha adls ()

Ai il 12y AE il G sl aigall cuanll 5 mall L Zpal ) Ai il etk adls ()
KA G ea) 49T Qi ol caglall 1 GS 5 all daals b ualadl) ciliaaill 5 dalyl

@ Abbaszadeh, Mahdi (2025). “A Plan for the Future Islamic Philosophy”, History of

Islamic Philosophy,4 (1), Ale-Taha Institute of Higher Education Institute, PP. 42-

43.
©) Ibid, P. 42.

dved



(2536-9687) delihall sa sa) s} a1 (2735 5551) (s AN sa gall Agal)

(D £ 5a) Gapdall g an) gl sand) — daSas dpale Aaa — apand) o) sl Y] 48 Alae

il gl b Uad Cunsg cola iy caslall sy ol g sall yshamy (BlA A s
aiis 8 gl 3 Al g Al 5 g Adlie Apadla) Adulills ¢adinall 3 dilial g5 48 gia

i egjlmall s LGN @l B 3 Aulul) Al e Liaumof of ey 13
SOk shie (e lediine 4 e Y Y
o i el die Aada) ARG it — I

acia Lol ll3 ¢ poalaal) Allall 3 ZRIL Aanl 13 L LS8 B ) Bualuy) A6l culls
i Aiee 45685 438 Hudline (5ol (o Aieaiali Lajg ‘:;A})“ oslaV 5 Bhaidll G 38155 e
03 3 pally oLl ) Tonse Byl Al 5 g0 iny o (hay ¢ shall Ly
oS ) A U Ay Sal 1 58 g5 VT Ayl B laall 8 Sl Leay )l
o el sall 08 Y1y elints o g il o slall g i wlill B Agal po (o (el
Adalil ) i 33y eyl A il sladl S b alully 55 Cig o)
235 b Al Ay peal) il gl Y Aaladl a8 Bl Adalil ool Sl ¢lenis
STy Aanl tey Leg el sl Agal sal $a DU Gy Sall AAll e wil (paal udl
o sall lall 5 pabaa Gaks Lpaiiig ¢y ill 3o o g3 slad (A (Blially 4K Al

S Al gl IS ) Jead (S sl (e oIS @l
Lo s sl elgo Ledalis Jl 5 sualeall a8l ol OIS i ao Lede i (50 1l ¢ 5 5] (g Bac &
Jsaially Ll 5 Aanls (e Faadlaa) olimally eSadi g cad Liasy ity callall b sy
coalid 21l (Dagia s Jlie] @50 e Jiadl s S o Leman (5l s AT Bualipa il
caslall g sl e LAy gl A DU AlEal 5 Aghaiall Cadl w1 DLy 8 A il
IS ey bl ) b5 s AY) CSEY (o LA ety et l (o (el anall e
ADla i Fadlu! Aduddl) zalie e @iy € Ll o e o liee |yl oS 5

TN G 3 g e clial s Jiae LAy Aaud) el s ()

()" Nasr, Seyyed Hossein (2006). Islamic philosophy from its origin to the present:
philosophy in the land of prophecy, OP. Cit, PP. 46- 47.

EVE VY (a a oGl g e duaall seaall 8 AOlu) daulil : als ads ()
@ Nasr, Seyyed Hossein (2006), OP. Cit, P. 46.

%vz\%}



1gana Lihas (laag saale G S (L iy Glales £ g e (B Aadlas) Adandi) iiene

Yo¥o Jus -daSaa dgale Adaa —apaad) o3 ol Y A0S Alaa

Islamic Hermeneutics (Y);;a)_m‘g\ Juslill 5 Islamic Rationalism (i Ly
) piall g aladl g o piad) (il 8 Al Addall Canla ek ¢ g cpe cla e g

b sl g0 Baleinly Anluy) Aulill Jiwe Tl (530 Jaali of LSy 138
Calide dgal o (o LSS AN 0 of Akl Cullu) 5 g elld 5 edaadlua) 5 jliaall
Lexe Jelall g Jhayl Jal (e @lld cculanldll 5 cotalé)

AL 5 DY) Al aaa GBS tlgie Barae Al e e gl Gl S Ling
o Wghan 5 amy Al Ll A5 ) Ay pall Aall) Joat et Lo 028 uldl) 1) ol iy Ja g
oyl iy a5 S il 3ia e ity o all oSy a5 Sl sl m gl
23 s sl (S 5 (Shaglall olat LaY) Al g3ane Loy (Bl (65 of i Loy S50 e
OO e ALl s amall 8 Gaalasall A8 WU e giia sl Bed 8 (3 sl (e ALY
e qalal) i L 8 Eaall s ) 8 L s bl sde B ol ) aalal
Uil (3lats Ll o o A6l gy 55y 3o Y ALY 03 (e (f oaial ol (hag e piall
Sl 8 Lo asi (o) A ki gl 13 5 g il ae s e gty ol g
) jalall Aalall Clalind oy Jifsal i3e oo by dlli g g S

Sl g Sl de gy e 8 At Sl staall Y 5Ll sl (e 13K
DR sale) —ledof thad ) slae A ¢ i 3 Gl g Al ddulill Al 4y

Jpeaiilly EaY L) s i ()
b ealial e il gl ) asly 3y alll Aalill (e a2y :Hermeneutics - Interpretation Ja st ()
calding Jina ) allall oline oo Jailll o ya 4l g 8 (B Caas copandil) aa TN lae
o) L el jiall g LYY = 5y sl (lay 13 uaadil g Ja sl G (385 elalall iany aaig
ol Al g clgiag el (e ST b o S0 AN b gl el caela g o laally Jeal e o al
ALl s (Sl T IS8 e Dially il ol 8y oY 2 see ) 4l ) Aol ol Lagy
;o) LA Sl (e 8 5o L) mie Jaglil sn IS Al 6 el Culadly Wi aa i o sl
(Y08 =YY Ga Ga il ga e Vg i al) Al de sursall (o el 5ol 1 yall Cikle
(3) Seitakhmetova, Natalie (2022). “The Role of Intellectual Islamic Heritage in the

Discourse of Modern Islamic Philosophy”, OP. Cit, P. 173.

(4) Diagne, Souleymane Bachir (2018). Open to Reason: Muslim Philosophers in

Conversation with Western Tradition, OP. Cit, PP. ix- x, (Introduction).
) Tbid, P. 81.

& 3 Lo JS LU 5L (gmasn sl daddind S5« isilig sobaif) alal 8 alhas Project ¢ s dall ()
Gioh 8§ s e A jias pa sl 8 Gl s T e L o) caadi s Jal e 020 4

%vu%}



(2536-9687) delihall sa sa) s} a1 (2735 5551) (s AN sa gall Agal)

(D £ 5a) Gapdall g an) gl sand) — daSas dpale Aaa — apand) o) sl Y] 48 Alae

15 Apnail) Zuaal —1 ATy (LY S 8l sal) Bad 5 (ol S laa L)
Ol g s e A O saall N oY) Jin g ccalsl@l oy
Do) AN Sl ) AdlEad) Sals) (V)

255 Lagies @D ol o) fasdl 5a s can sl fane o Gyl il o g
cleall 5 ¢ it 2 Jie) 4l g sa il ol cpall I WLlaad e HAKH an s 13 GAdliall e
DV L3355 50l e Jind) e 58 Al g LS (e 5« om sl 5 eyl il
Y ! S e U Adlal sale gl et glad s sed Ge Cunall U8 Lia g
;4 DlE) dala ()

JS o sliely @l g (Ll Jiss Lol A lial 4 Rationalism asdiall Ci e
Al ailaall of 5 g cJall Jal coada a0t LaS casa o0 Jsian IS5 ¢ gina 352 g
astlie COUAL 4l JI 3 s «(Dakiall AL Lde YY) 335k e dana
i o ) s liall DALy (A jaall |0 a 4i o 53 3aats Reason Jisl
anﬂ_.g_.;.al_J.J]\} 6;1—}-):\3.“5 cé};iy\ d_“m c\_@_"\Lcj_m)A u}h\j cz\J.)xAl‘ :\_:_.pbj
st €93 jeall Gt ) el Jiad ae Abadi i den s Al 2 e s ¢l el

05l Aalall Angll ¢ 5 5Saa it L3t ot s ey yall ARl gana o A lill anall £ ki) Ly oSl
(& ssie —33le VAY (a a) AT a8l ¢dy 0aY) aolladll

b ki Y copmmla b Ll il iy ) ALY Bias ) a8 Gaulill g gyl Gy —
slo Aol 58 5l 1aa 8 il iy o) g ¢ alall LSS 8 Guariy Vg Ae B ALE e s
Oy Jagi pall AN g las il 40 s lisla 2 56y o :Lﬁi Aot Il 3 ghadll ga juzlall
ALY

(CP: Borisov, Sergey (2019). “Philosophy as a project: Descriptors of self-knowledge”,

SHS Web of Conferences 72, APPSCONF, PP. 2- 3).

() Abbaszadeh, Mahdi (2025). “A Plan for the Future Islamic Philosophy”, OP. Cit, P.
32.

Ga Y e e aalal N Axhal ¢ gane 3iSa Aiulill Cilalhiad Jolill anad @ sl anidll ae ()
ARl —3ale 0 Y
¥ Markie, Peter J. (2005). “Rationalism”, in: Edward Craig (Ed.). The Shorter Routledge
Encyclopedia of Philosophy, London & New York: Routledge, P. 882.

@ Wolff, Anita (Ed.) (2006). Britannica Concise Encyclopedia. Chicago, London, New
Delhi, Paris, Seoul, Taipei, Tokyo, P. 1592.

%vw%}



1gana Lihas (laag saale G S (L iy Glales £ g e (B Aadlas) Adandi) iiene

Yo¥o Jus -daSaa dgale Adaa —apaad) o3 ol Y A0S Alaa

Gk 0o J g A G Bl e Ll iany ¥ 5 e $lasen (ulil b 4y b 5 8
O ale 5 3y 55y g Al Aillaa il Jial) Cniall Ll (35 Jiall GlSaf Ciia iy calic
o s (s Y1 38 ) i) 35k e A oS Jiall 055 3 s 00 pan
Jually ol e SES ol A%k ) e Lo Wle Jial) el aa ofd selld
A0 G8 el il sed 3 SN

A e JS o 1 JALEN ad ol S (Empiricism 4w il pe 438l il
Ale Jial) o ) s A o ous (A Al Bl e il Al B a Al
oo ol Gl Cun ol ol il YT Bl ket A 3a)) Glaiul e 508
ol e s Al A8 jaall i ) Caalia) e U GiDliall (il WS il sadll G
Irrationalism A QIS Ciliaa (ym jlaiy cpuanll S agl o 8y wall 2 il
e le gasms o oleV S gy o ible f aslen g Leasli Y Jus 3
O e

Syl Gasil o amall iy Jiall e iy Ll e ARl 5 (e
et Lia g Al M) dihald) of day il Caaldal) Julie b ellyg cdiad)
€3Dal il Zbdill g3l L gf £l Sall 8 ADlEal i sels

o o128 Sad fhia Lia gy iy pdil e i i) A 3 AR i

oallal) Sl 1 glE cpal) ¢ cpiad fianall s DY 5 o D o) 5] o o) mlla iadl)
Al g ¢Lad il Cadall oy J 5l e (sl a3 ¢0)aal) B jaall | g 55 cayaal
aais ()il Gus il el (358 Ugina Llle |y 3 ¢ Jidl oo 4yl a0
RO e il gay iy Uali ) Jas g il e ae of cBipanll dui il LGS 3

OF o ¢l g e ¢Cpanadia) all 5 o el 33 (e 3 dae) dieliin¥) o glal) anns ()
Lgsc cale —33k
@ Audi, Robert (1999). The Cambridge Dictionary of Philosophy, New York: Cambridge
University Press, P. 771.
) Wolff, Anita (Ed.) (2006). Britannica Concise Encyclopedia, OP. Cit, P. 1592.
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) Diagne, Souleymane Bachir (2004). “Precolonial African Philosophy in Arabic”, OP.
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(CP: Ameer Ali, Syed (1922). The Spirit of Islam “A History of the Evolution and Ideals
of Islam”, London: Christophers, PP. 418, 422).

(2) Diagne, Souleymane Bachir (2018). Open to Reason: Muslim Philosophers in
Conversation with Western Tradition, OP. Cit, P. 9, PP. 12- 13.

) Booth, Anthony Robert (2017). Analytic Islamic Philosophy, OP. Cit, PP. 9, 50.
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