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Priestly Orders in Ancient Egypt between Classification and Functional Role

Abstract:

This research examines the priestly orders in ancient Egypt, focusing on their
hierarchical classification and functional roles, along with their impact on religious and
political life. The study relies on historical analysis of archaeological inscriptions and
manuscripts, alongside a comparative study of the temporal evolution of the priests' role

from the Early Dynastic Period to the Late Period. The study found that priests formed
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a complex and developed system reflecting the social and religious structure of the state,
with their role evolving from simple religious service to a powerful institution that
rivaled the authority of the king. The research also showed that daily rituals for the
deity's statue were a primary activity for priests, alongside their roles in administration,
judiciary, and science. This study contributes to understanding religious organization

and its effects on ancient Egyptian civilization.

Keywords: Egyptian Priests -Priestly Classification -Religious Rituals -Egyptian

Deities-Religious Hierarchy
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1 David, Rosalie, Handbook to Life in Ancient Egypt, USA, 2001, pp.158-159.

2) Doxey.D, «Priesthood» in “the Oxford Encyclopedia of Ancient Egypt III”, UK,
2001, p.68.

%) Shaw, Ian, The Oxford History of Ancient Egypt, UK, 2000,
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