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Abstract

The priesthood in ancient Egypt played a central role in religious and social life, a role
open to both men and women, who often served their respective goddesses. Their
primary duty was to care for the god residing in the temple, acting on behalf of the

king who was considered the high priest of all deities.

The priesthood evolved over time. In the Old Kingdom, priests worked part-time,
often holding other administrative positions. However, during the New Kingdom, the
priesthood became a full-time profession. New titles emerged, such as the "First
Prophet" or "First Servant of God," who wielded significant political influence,

particularly the priests of the god Amun.
The priestly hierarchy included several key types:

o The Servant of God (HmnTr): The highest rank, permitted to enter the
sanctuary to perform the daily service of the cult statue, which involved
purification, dressing, anointing, and offering food. This class held a high social
status.

e The Purified Priests (Wabw): Their tasks were more basic and mundane,
related to the purity and maintenance of the temple. They were not allowed to
enter the inner sanctuary and were recognizable by their shaved heads.

o The Lector Priests (Xryw-Hb): Specialized in reciting hymns and sacred texts

during rituals and festivals. They were considered masters of HkA (magic).

In addition to their religious duties, priests undertook other important
responsibilities. They participated in the judiciary, where temples functioned as
“divine courts" that issued judgments through divine oracles conveyed by the priests.
They also acted as custodians of knowledge and science, as the "Houses of Life" in

temples served as libraries and institutions for higher education. Ultimately, the
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priesthood was often a hereditary or royally appointed position. Over time, priests
accumulated immense wealth and power, at times rivaling the authority of the

pharaoh himself.
Keywords

e Priests of Ancient Egypt
e Priestly Hierarchy
o Priesthood Orders

e New Kingdom Priesthood
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