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Knowledge of God according to Al-Hujwiri: An Analytical Study in Light of His
Book “Kashf al-Mahjiib”
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Department of Creed and Contemporary Doctrines, College of Sharia, Qassim
University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Email: yajsh1820@gmail.com

Abstxr=act

This study explores the concept of "Knowledge of God" (Ma‘rifat Allah) as
presented by Imam ‘Al ibn ‘Uthman al-Jullabi al-Hujwiri (d. 465 AH) through an
analytical reading of his renowned work Kashf al-Mahjiib, one of the earliest and
most influential texts in Islamic Sufism. The research aims to highlight al-Hujwir?’s
epistemological and mystical perspective by offering a comprehensive analysis of
the concept of divine knowledge—its types, levels, and sources, whether derived
from the Qur’an and Sunnah or from inner spiritual experience and mystical
unveiling. Particular attention is given to the educational and ethical path (suliik)
which al-HujwirT views as essential to attaining true knowledge of God.

The study also investigates al-Hujwirl’s critical stance towards opposing
intellectual trends, such as theologians and philosophers, clarifying the
epistemological and methodological differences between them and the Sufi
approach. Al-Hujwiri presents divine knowledge not merely as a rational construct
but as a state of being and a spiritual station that brings one closer to God. The
research further emphasizes that, in al-HujwiT’s view, true knowledge of God
cannot be separated from self-purification and the struggle against one’s lower
desires; it is the fruit of a purified heart and a sincere inner state.

The study employs both analytical and inductive methodologies to interpret al-
Hujwir?’s texts and extract their spiritual and intellectual dimensions, offering a
holistic view of knowledge within its authentic Sufi context. The significance of this
research lies in its originality and the rarity of prior studies focusing exclusively on
al-Hujwir’’s perspective on divine knowledge. It contributes to a deeper
understanding of the early development of Sufi epistemology and highlights the
role of al-Hujwir1 as a foundational figure in shaping the conceptual framework of
Islamic mysticism—especially concerning the interplay between knowledge and
conduct, intellect and intuition, and truth and religious law.

Reywords Kaowledge of God, Al-Hujwie, Analytical Study, Kashfl-Makyib, Sufsm.
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