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Abstract: This study, entitled "The Late Sufi Perception of
Ibrahim ibn Adham: A Study of ar-Rawd an-Nasim by 1bn
Sinan al-Qaramani (d. 1019 AH / 1611 CE)", investigates how
later generations of Sufis received and reimagined the life of
Ibrahim ibn Adham. It compares his historical biography with
the legends that gradually developed around his name—
legends shaped by diverse sources and influences. These
narratives ultimately transformed Ibrahim into a popular saint
whose spiritual authority surpassed the worldly sovereignty he
had renounced. The legend expanded to encompass not only
Ibrahim himself but also his father, grandfather, son, and
mother. It portrayed him as a wandering figure that traveled
across regions, opened cities, and guided the rulers of Sind and
Cyprus to the path of righteousness. In this way, he came to
resemble the folkloric heroes whose epic lives are recounted by
traditional storytellers before crowds of common people.

There is ample evidence to suggest that this imagined version
of Ibrahtm first emerged in Anatolia and Central Asia, where
the tales attributed to him were shaped by local traditions and
popular folklore. This study aims to shed light on this aspect of
Ottoman-era Sufism and to explore how early Islamic figures
were reappropriated in ways that diverge from the conventional
historical accounts of their lives and the typical patterns of their
spiritual paths.

Keywords: Ibrahim ibn Adham, al-Rawd al-Nasim, al-Tiraz
al-Mu ‘lam, popular Sufism
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