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The Crime of Human Trafficking in Egypt and

Some Arab Countries

A Comparative Study of the Egyptian Anti-Human Trafficking
Law and the Corresponding Legislation in the United Arab
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Abstract

In recognition of the serious threat posed by human
trafficking and its far-reaching negative consequences, and in
accordance with  numerous international and regional
conventions calling for concerted efforts to combat this crime,
Egypt and several Arab states have enacted specialized
legislation to address human trafficking.

This comparative study analyzes the anti-human trafficking
laws of Egypt, the United Arab Emirates, Kuwait, and Qatar. It
examines the legal definitions of human trafficking in the
respective legislations, as well as definitions provided by
international instruments and legal scholarship. The study further
explores the key characteristics and various forms of this crime,
which, by nature, can only be committed against living human
beings, thereby excluding corpses or inanimate objects from its
scope.

The study identifies multiple forms of criminal conduct
associated with human trafficking, as stipulated in the relevant
legal frameworks. These acts are committed through a range of
means, which may be coercive—such as the use of force,
violence, threats, or abduction—or non-coercive, including fraud,
deception, abuse of power, or the exploitation of a victim’s
vulnerability or need.

The crime requires a specific mens rea, namely the intent to
exploit, in addition to the general criminal intent comprising
knowledge and volition. The legislations examined impose
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severe penalties on perpetrators and also criminalize related acts
such as inducing false testimony, concealing offenders or
proceeds, disclosing the identity of victims or witnesses, and
failing to report trafficking offenses

Keywords: Human Trafficking — Criminal Conduct —
Methods of Commission — Coercive Means — Non-Coercive
Means.
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