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ABSTRACT:

Since 2003, Irag has witnessed a series of protest movements
that attempted to achieve political, economic, and social reforms.
However, most of them failed to achieve their goals due to complex
internal and external factors, the most important of which are: social
and sectarian fragmentation, which reflects the divisions within Iraqi
society, which weakens the unity of demands and makes them
vulnerable to exploitation by the ruling elites, and the absence of The
unified leadership and organizational structure, the spontaneous
mobilization via social media without establishing institutional
strategies to ensure the continuity of pressure, the authoritarian
repression of the security forces loyal to the regime, which used
violence and assassinations to dismantle the gatherings, and the nature
of the political system based on ethnic quotas, which transforms
popular demands into internal conflicts between Political blocs,
regional interference, which supports factions obstructing change to
protect their interests, and finally, political and administrative
corruption, which drains resources and reduces services, weakening
citizens' confidence in the ability of the protests to achieve tangible
results. Despite the significant momentum represented by the October
protests, the lack of a unified vision and the decline in international
support caused them to transform into a movement. Scattered, reduced
to an individual struggle against violence and corruption, these factors
combined demonstrate that achieving radical change in Iraq requires
building civil alliances across sub-national identities and reforming
the political system from its roots.

Keywords: popular protests, violence of the authorities,
political corruption, civil forces, social movement.
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