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Abstract:

Israeli media published in Hebrew have been actively engaged
in crafting a “mental image” of Yahya Sinwar, the former head of the
political bureau of Hamas. His name became closely associated with
the “Al-Agsa Flood” operation announced by the Palestinian
movement on October 7, 2023, an operation that shifted the balance of
power in the Middle East and revived the Palestinian cause once
again.

At a time when media, in general, has become one of the
primary drivers of regional and international events, and a crucial tool
for spreading ideas across various fields, these Hebrew-language
media outlets attempted to shape a specific image of Sinwar. This is
particularly relevant given that his planning and execution of the “Al-
Agsa Flood” operation had a significant impact, causing a deep shock
to the Israeli defense establishment—an impact that is expected to
linger for a long time within Israel and across the region.

From this perspective, Israel closely monitored Sinwar, almost
like his shadow, trying to locate him in the cities, camps, streets, and
alleys of the Gaza Strip. He proved to be elusive, frequently changing
his location. At times he was believed to be in tunnels, and at others,
moving among his soldiers and resistance fighters above ground. The
Israeli army eventually found him by chance, randomly above ground,
and not in the tunnels as the media had expected.

This study aims to reveal the mental image of Sinwar in Israel,
particularly during the Israeli war on the Gaza Strip. In the Israeli
mindset, that war became inseparable from the image of Yahya
Sinwar—mentioning one invariably evokes the other. This
relationship can be explored through the lens of Hebrew-language
Israeli media.

Keywords: Sinwar, Gaza, Tofan al-Aqgsa, Israel.
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- Ben-Gvir: Biden prefers Rashida Tlaib and Sinwar's line over Netanyahu
and Ben-Gvir's ,i24ANEWS , 27 March 2024.
- Herzog: 'Everything begins and ends with Yahya Sinwar, 26 March 2024.

- Kelmen,c.herbert ,International Behavior A Social Psychological, new
york ,holt, rinehart and Winston publishers ,1965.

-Mental imagery vs. imagination, Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy,
Stanford University, 2023.
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- Kelmen,c.herbert ,International Behavior A Social Psychological, new
york ,holt, rinehart and Winston publishers ,1965 ,p. 24.
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7 - Mental imagery vs. imagination, Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy,
Stanford University, 2023.
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