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Archival Study of the Files and Registers of
Fine Arts Lovers Association” (1924-2024)

Neven Ahmed Arafa
Department of Documents, Libraries, and
Information, Faculty of Humanities, Al-Azhar
University, Cairo, Egypt.
Email: nevenahmed@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:

This research deals with the study of files and registers of “Fine Arts Lovers
Association”, preserved at the association’s headquarters in Garden City, Cairo,
covering the period (1924-2024), it is four hundred and Thirty five (435) files and
registers, which were studied archivally, because it is a new type of unofficial
documentary product, and due to their importance as an information source, they
offer documented information about the establishment, headquarters, objectives,
administrative and financial systems, and activities of the association. Two
methodologies have been used: Case study methodology and Documentary
methodology, to list the files and registers of the association and to define them in
terms of quantity, topics, and preservation method. Two finding aids were also
developed: a subject classification scheme to facilitate storage and retrieval, and a
description card for the archival holding authority based on the international
standard ISDIAH (International Standard for Describing Institutions with Archival

The study .Holdings), samples of the association’s documents were published
concluded by revealing the importance of the documentary products of “Fine Arts
Lovers Association”, identifying its features, numbers, and objective content. It was
found that: the existing files and registers do not represent the totality of what the
association produced during the study period, there are no existing finding aids at
the association to retrieve these documents, the study also uncovered many facts
about the establishment and development of the association, headquarters,
objectives, regulations, and both administrative and financial systems. It
highlighted the informational value of the files and registers of the association,
which benefit multiple fields such as: Documents, Archival Science, History, Arts,
and the study demonstrated the association’s important role in promoting culture
and arts in Egyptian society over the past century.

Keywords:
Fine Arts Lovers Association, Cultural Associations, Fine Arts, Cultural Heritage,
Visual Arts
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