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Quranic Readings and Ibn Qutaybah's Position on Them, Based on
His Book (Interpretation of the Problematics of the Quran).
Reda Abdel-Gaid El-Sayed Farag Azzam.
Department of Linguistics, Faculty of Arabic Language, Zagazig,
Al-Azhar University, Egypt.
Email: redafarag.25@azhar.edu.eq
Abstract:
This research addresses one of the most significant topics in Qur’anic
studies. The Qur’an and its various readings represent the primary
source of transmitted linguistic authority <and as such <they must be
referred to and relied upon in grammatical and linguistic inquiry.
Numerous studies have approached the Qur’an from various angles—
interpreting its meanings <analyzing its variant readings, addressing its
perceived ambiguities <and other related fields within Qur’anic
sciences,
Among the scholars who devoted substantial attention to the Qur’an and
its readings was Ibn Qutaybah (may Allah have mercy on him). One of
his notable works is Ta'wil Mushkil al-Qur’an (The Interpretation of
the Problematic Verses of the Qur’an), through which he sought to
defend the Qur’an and its various canonical readings. His diverse
positions on the Qur’anic readings constitute a phenomenon worthy of
careful investigation and scholarly analysis. These varying stances
serve as the core subject of this research «which is entitled” :Qur’anic
Readings and Ibn Qutaybah’s Stance on Them in His Book Ta'wil
Mushkil al-Qur’an”. The research is organized into an introduction «two
chapters <and a conclusion: The introduction presents the significance
of the topic <the reasons for selecting it <the research methodology <and
the general outline. Chapter One «titled Ibn Qutaybah and His Stance on
Qur’anic Readings «is divided into two sections: Section One: A brief
biographical sketch of Ibn Qutaybah. Section Two: An examination of
his position on the Qur’anic readings as reflected in Ta'wil Mushkil al-
Qur’an. Chapter Two titled Analytical Commentary on the Qur’anic
Readings in Ibn Qutaybah’s Ta'wil Mushkil al-Qur’an <opens with a
general introduction «followed by a discussion of the various readings
in the order of their appearance in the Qur’anic text. The conclusion
outlines the most significant findings and insights derived from the
study. The research adopts a descriptive <analytical <and critical
methodology in its approach.
Keywords: Qur’anic readings, Ibn Qutaybah, Ta'wil Mushkil al-
Qur’an, Listening, Grammar lesson.
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