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Abstract:

The study discusses the recent status of Hindu widows in the Urdu short
story to illustrate the challenges they have faced and continue to face.
Among the challenges addressed in the research is the practice of self-
immolation by Hindu widows with their deceased husbands (known as Sati),
a tradition that began before the common era and continued for hundreds of
years until it was abolished in [year]. Other challenges include the restriction
of remarriage, a problem that Hindu widows endured for an extended period
until it was partially resolved in 1856, as well as the issue of being deprived
of inheritance. They often experience financial need and dependency to meet
their essential needs. Not only that, but Hindu widows have been considered
symbols of bad luck and embodiments of it, thus not entitled to live decently.
They remain ostracized because they are believed to bring misfortune into
the household. This, of course, sometimes pushes them into isolation, either
within their own homes or within the confines of a temple, where they spend
their lives serving God and worshiping until death. In other words, if a Hindu
widow survives the practice of Sati after her husband's death, she may still
face other difficulties that are hard to escape. The Urdu short story addresses
these challenges in its narrative, as will be further elucidated in the study.
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