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A Comparative Study of the Components of Modernism in Shaping Literary
Identity in the Poetry of Nazik Al-Malaika and T.S. Eliot in Light of the

American School
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Abstract:

Comparative literature is one of the most important branches of literary studies, as it explores similarities
and differences between the literatures and cultures of nations, revealing the extent to which they
influence one another. Through this field, we can trace the reflection of one nation’s culture in the
literature of another, thereby uncovering points of unity in human thought across geographic and

linguistic boundaries.

In this context, studying the relationship between Iragi and English literature gains particular significance,
as such a comparison highlights the cultural interactions between them, whether through mutual

influence or through shared themes that reflect parallel human experiences.

In this article, we adopted a descriptive-analytical method, drawing on the American school of
comparative literature, to examine the poetry and thought of Nazik Al-Malaika and T.S. Eliot. The findings
reveal that Nazik was influenced by Eliot, especially in the realm of poetic modernism, where a strong
resemblance is observed between them at the levels of ideas and techniques. This resemblance is rooted
in the political and social circumstances each poet experienced: Nazik emerged during the transition from

traditional to modern society, while Eliot was shaped by modernism and the aftermath of World War II.

The study also shows that the intellectual closeness between the two poets stems from the similarity of
their life circumstances, confirming that comparable human experiences can produce literary works with
convergent visions and styles. Thus, comparative literature demonstrates that writers, despite
geographical and cultural distances, may be united by a shared human thought, thereby fostering

intercultural dialogue and enriching the global literary landscape.

Key words: Nazik Al-Malaika, T.S. Eliot, Arabic and English poetry, modernism in poetry, comparative

literature.
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