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Abstract:

This study aims to examine the conceptual metaphors in conceptual domain of Human in al-Ma‘arri’s
Luzamiyyat, using Lakoff and Johnson’s conceptual metaphor theory as a framework. To this end, we
examined the Luzamiyyarin whole, extracted every occurrence relating to the human and its concept, and
identified and catalogued the metaphorical mappings found there, noting their source domains and
frequency. The statistical analysis of these metaphorical mappings shows that source domains such as
animal, evil, misguidance, stupidity, filth, treachery, compulsion, oppression, plant, meanness, dust, lying,
lowness, economy, and traveller recur with high frequency in the Luziamiyyar. By contrast, source domains
such as poerry, gold, tyranny, the devil, fear, child, secrecy, occupation, imitation, equality, rank, enmity,
giving, the sun, and the moon appear only once. Across these mappings, the poet’s negative outlook and
pessimistic view of human beings and their world — portrayed as dark, savage, and obscure — are
dominant in poet’s collection. The poet sees little or no good in humanity, accuses its nature of evil,
corruption, inferiority, filth, misguidance, and stupidity, and represents humans as compelled rather than
free. Although there are a few positive metaphorical instantiations (for example: Auman is plant, human is
companionship, human is water, human is love, human is good name, human is child, human is gift,
human is moon, and human is sun), these are not reliable indicators of optimism: they are often charged

with scorn, denial, mockery, suspicion, and disappointment.

Key words: Conceptual Metaphor Theory, Conceptual Domain of Human, Al-Ma‘arri's Luzdmiyyat,

Metaphorical Mappings.
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