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Abstract:

Green education is considered a vital element for sustainable
development, fostering innovation and raising environmental awareness, which
in turn strengthens the culture of environmental citizenship. Universities, as
societal institutions and agents of change and development, are the primary
entities responsible for nurturing this culture among their students. For
universities to effectively develop environmental citizenship culture, a set of
requirements must be met. From this perspective, the present research aimed to
identify the educational requirements necessary to cultivate environmental
citizenship culture among university students in the light of the philosophy of
green education. The research adopted the descriptive method, relying on a
questionnaire administered to a sample of Egyptian university students (n =
1487) to explore the current state of their environmental citizenship. The
research tool was applied across four universities (Fayoum, Ain Shams, Sohag,
and South Valley). The results revealed a weakness in the students’ level of
environmental citizenship culture. Specifically, the findings highlighted
deficiencies in students’ follow-up of current trends and recent developments in
the fields of environment and sustainable development, as well as their limited
participation in environmental camps that enhance awareness and foster
positive behaviours toward the environment. Additionally, several challenges
were found to hinder students from fully enjoying their environmental rights.
To propose the required framework, the researchers sought input from 19
experts in education and community service/environmental development at
universities, using the Delphi method across three consecutive rounds to define
the educational requirements. These requirements were classified into five
categories: (1) legislative and organizational, (2) infrastructural and
technological, (3) educational, (4) societal, and (5) economic. Accordingly, the
two researchers proposed a framework to meet the educational requirements for
developing environmental citizenship culture among university students in the
light of the green education philosophy.

Keywords: Educational requirements, Environmental citizenship, Green
education, University students.
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