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Abstract

This study aimed to explore the perspectives of intermediate school teachers
on the impact of learning the Chinese language on the cultural identity of
female students in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. A qualitative ethnographic
approach was employed, utilizing in-depth interviews with seven female
Chinese language teachers and twenty intermediate-level students. Data
analysis revealed three central themes: language, customs and traditions,
and values.

The findings indicated that learning Chinese fostered cultural, linguistic, and
value-based openness among students without eroding or compromising
their original cultural identity. The students developed a flexible linguistic
identity and_u_< demonstrated selective engagement with certain aspects of
Chinese culture. In terms of wvalues, students expressed openness to
exploring cultural principles associated with

Chinese society—such as respect and collectivism—while maintaining a
firm commitment to Islamic and Arab values.

Keywords: Chinese language — Cultural identity — Language education
— Culture — Ethnography.
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