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Abstract

This research aims to shed light on the nature of economic blocs and their role in achieving
economic development, the position of Arab countries on economic blocs and the idea of economic
integration, understanding the reality of the BRICS bloc and its impact on the international
economic arena, By addressing its origins, objectives, economic importance and characteristics,
and Measuring the BRICS bloc's contribution to the development of the Egyptian economy After
Egypt joined this bloc ,By comparing indicators volume of trade and investment and workers’
remittances Before and after Egypt joined the bloc during the period (2021-2024).

The research has reached, by applying a combination of the inductive approach and the descriptive
analytical approach, that: economic blocs express the practical aspect of the idea of economic
integration. It also appears that it includes approximately 75% of the world's countries, nearly 80%
of the world's population, and approximately 85% of global trade. In addition, there are several
positive developmental effects of economic blocs, whether static or dynamic, in the short and long
term, respectively, which means they create a more suitable climate for economic development
within their member states. Its most prominent developmental impacts include supporting and
enhancing international trade, investment, competition, economies of scale, labor and technology
transfer, coordination of economic policies, and population well-being. Multiple attempts at Arab
economic integration under the umbrella of the Arab League since 1945, aimed at forming an Arab
bloc, have yielded modest results. Therefore, each Arab country sought to achieve its development
goals individually within the framework of other economic blocs. BRICS is one of the world's most
modern and growing international blocs. Founded in 2009, it expanded to include 11 countries by
mid-2025. The BRICS bloc represents a forum for coordination in several promising areas among
its members, as Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa are the founding countries of the
bloc, and Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Egypt, Ethiopia, Indonesia, and Iran joined in 2024. The BRICS
countries enjoy significant comparative advantages in the global economy in several areas, giving
the bloc a tangible role as a global engine of growth, trade, and investment. The bloc's objectives
are numerous, the foremost of which is enhancing economic cooperation among member states. In
2024, the BRICS bloc's contribution reached approximately 40% of global GDP and 26% of total
global trade. Its contribution to global foreign direct investment flows amounted to about 22% in
2021. It became clear that after Egypt joined the bloc, indicators of trade, investment, and
remittance volume witnessed significant growth, with many indicators favoring Egypt during the
period (2021-2024). Therefore, Egypt's membership in the bloc, especially in the long term, could
bring it numerous economic benefits, such as: Increasing the volume of trade exchange, enhancing
investments, diversifying funding sources, supporting monetary stability, human capital
development, supporting tourism, and securing its needs for strategic goods. This would help Egypt
increase economic growth and, consequently, enhance the development process and its
sustainability in the future. However, Egypt faces some challenges that could limit its benefits from
this membership, most notably the weak competitiveness of the Egyptian economy compared to
most other members. This requires Egypt to adopt balanced policies to overcome these challenges.

Keywords : Economic bloc;economic integratiojeconomic developme;Arab countries and
economic blocs;BRICS bloc; BRICS and the development of the Egyptian economy.
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