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An Economic Study of Egypt's Foreign Trade of Chocolate

Asmaa A. A. A. Abu Qamar and Basma M. M. Mohiesin

Department of Agricultural Economics - Faculty of Agriculture - Ain Shams University.
ABSTRACT

The research aims to study the development of Egyptian chocolate exports, in addition to strengthening Egypt's position as a major
chocolate export market in Africa and the Arab world. The study revealed that Egypt ranks 33rd globally and 2nd in the Arab world and Africa
in chocolate exports. The study also revealed that Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Kuwait, and Jordan are the most important importers of Egyptian
chocolate during the period (2020-2024), with average export values amounting to approximately $51.3 million, $18.6 million, $12.6 million,
and $8.2 million, respectively. This represents approximately 29.5%, 10.7%, 7.2%, and 4.7%, respectively, of the average value of Egyptian
chocolate exports during the same period, which amounted to approximately $173.9 million. The study also revealed a high price elasticity for
Egyptian chocolate in the Saudi and Emirati markets, indicating that demand for Egyptian chocolate in these markets is elastic. The cross-
border elasticity of chocolate from competing countries in the same markets is also high, indicating intense competition for Egypt in these
markets. Therefore, the study recommends preserving existing markets, while attempting to export chocolate to foreign countries, not just Arab
countries, due to its greater economic returns, especially to countries with trade agreements that enjoy trade advantages. It also recommends
studying the UAE market, as it is one of the most important importers of Egyptian chocolate and is also the most important Arab country in
chocolate exports. This indicates that the UAE imports chocolate from Egypt and re-exports it.

Keywords: Exports - Imports - Price Elasticity - Cross Elasticity
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