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Identity and Childhood in Ibrahim Al-koni’s autobiography
(The night’s wanderer: Nations’ spirit in bleeding
memory)
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Identity and Childhood in Ibrahim Al-koni’s autobiography (The
night’s wanderer: Nations’ spirit in bleeding memory)
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Abstract:

Literature has vied with knowledge domains and humanities
disciplines in addressing the issue of identity. Autobiography is
considered one of the most prominent literary genres capable of
representing the human self and comprehending the concept of identity
seen as a characteristic that defines the features of a certain human
group, an individual within it, or an entity stemming from it.

Among autobiographies in which identity has become the central
theme and was strikingly expressed is the autobiography of the Libyan
writer Ibrahim Al-Koni:"The night’s wanderer: Nations’ spirit in bleeding
memory”, published in four volumes comprising approximately two
thousand pages. As indicated by its title, Al-Koni uses the concept of
Adus (wandering) as a central technique in exploring his self and
searching for his identity.

This study aims to examine a prevalent theme in autobiographical
writing—an essential stage in the writer’s life: childhood. This phase is
particularly significant as it represents the initial station from which Al-
Koni begins his life story and serves as the foundational structure for
shaping his consciousness, interpreting his behavior, and constructing
his identity.

Keywords: Identity, Childhood, Autobiography, Al-Koni, Adus al-Sura.
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