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Abstract

This study aims to evaluate the current implementation of critical thinking strategies in teaching
secondary social studies curricula, focusing on the extent to which these strategies and teacher
performance align with the goal of fostering critical thinking skills. These skills are essential
for preparing students to face 21st-century challenges such as globalization, technological
transformations, and sustainable development. The study adopts a descriptive-analytical
methodology, employing various research tools including questionnaires directed to social
studies teachers and content analysis of textbooks to assess the inclusion of analytical and
critical activities. The sample consisted of 30 female teachers with varying levels of experience
and qualifications. The collected data was analyzed using both qualitative and quantitative
statistical methods. The findings revealed a varied application of critical thinking strategies.
Group activities and open-ended questions were the most commonly implemented, while real-
world activities such as role-playing and case studies were less frequently used. Key challenges
hindering the effective application of these strategies include limited class time, insufficient
teacher training, and a lack of supportive educational resources.The study provides several
recommendations, including enhancing professional development programs for teachers,
redesigning curricula to incorporate more analytical and practical activities, and providing
comprehensive educational resources. These recommendations aim to bridge the gap between
theory and practice and improve the quality of education in line with the demands of sustainable
development.

Keywords: Critical Thinking, Social Studies Curricula, Secondary Education, Teaching
Strategies, Sustainable Development.
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