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Developing Research Competencies to Enhance Research

Excellence among Faculty Members and Their Assistants at the
College of Education for Early Childhood — Minia University in

Light of Some Contemporary Research Trends ” A Field Study”

DR\ Safaa Tolb Mohamed

Abstract

This study aimed to diagnose the current state of the research competencies
necessary to enhance research excellence among faculty members and their assistants at the
College of Education for Early Childhood— Minia University, in light of selected
contemporary research trends. It also sought to identify the key challenges hindering the
development of these competencies, analyze the nature of differences in the participants’
perceptions based on the variables of academic rank and years of experience, and propose a
framework for developing such competencies. To achieve the study objectives, the
researcher adopted the descriptive method, and relied on a questionnaire specifically
designed for this purpose. The questionnaire was administered to a sample of 59 participants
(31 faculty members and 28 assistants) from the college, with a response rate of 80.8%. The
findings revealed the following:

— The mean response for the axis related to the current state of research competencies
was 0.69, which falls between the lower and upper bounds of confidence. This
indicates that these competencies are moderately available among faculty members
and their assistants at the College of Education for Early Childhood, Minia
University, in light of selected contemporary research trends.

— The results showed that the mean response for the challenges axis reached 0.87,
which exceeds the upper confidence limit. This suggests the presence of significant
obstacles hindering the development of research competencies among faculty and
their assistants. These challenges were distributed across five key dimensions,
including: barriers related to international scientific publishing, research
empowerment and innovation, digital empowerment, interdisciplinary research, and
research ethics.

— Statistically significant differences were found among the study participants in their
level of research competencies, attributed to academic rank. These differences were
mostly in favor of faculty members with higher academic positions, particularly
those holding the title of "Professor."

—  There were also statistically significant differences in research competencies based
on years of experience. These differences favored individuals with longer
experience, especially those with more than 10 years of experience, followed by
those with 5 to 10 years, reflecting the role of experience in enhancing the level of
research competencies.

—  Furthermore, the study proposed a suggested framework for developing research
competencies essential for promoting research excellence among faculty members
and their assistants at the College of Education for Early Childhood — Minia
University. This framework was grounded in the study findings and aligned with
selected contemporary research trends.

Keywords: Research Competencies, Research Performance, Contemporary Research
Trends.
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