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Abstract:

This Research aimed to examine the effectiveness of an educational
program based on songs in fostering national belonging among
kindergarten children in Egyptian-Japanese schools. The sample consisted
of 29 KG2 children (16 boys and 13 girls) enrolled in the Egyptian-
Japanese School, with ages ranging from 5 to 6 years (M = 5.23, SD =
0.59). Participants were divided into two groups: an experimental group (n
= 14) that received the music-based program designed by the researcher,
and a control group (n = 15) that was taught through traditional methods,
Two instruments were employed: the National Belonging and ldentity
Rating Scale) developed by the researcher) and the Music Program for
Enhancing National Belonging in Egyptian-Japanese Kindergarten
Schools) also developed by the researcher, Findings indicated that there
were no statistically significant differences at the 0.05 level between the
pre- and post-test scores of the experimental group on the pictorial national
belonging scale. Similarly, no statistically significant differences were
found between the experimental and control groups in their pre- and post-
test scores on the national belonging scale, The results highlight the need
for further exploration of pedagogical approaches that integrate music and
cultural content to reinforce national belonging and identity in early
childhood education.
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