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Abstract

The theory of illegal opportunity structures is one of the foundational the-
ories in criminology, explaining how crimes occur when individuals are
provided with illicit opportunities that encourage them to engage in criminal
behavior. These opportunities interact with social and economic factors,
contributing to an understanding of how criminal behavior is shaped based
on the surrounding environment and the opportunities available.

Concepts of crime in society change due to cultural, social, and political
transformations, directly impacting crime rates and the resources allocated
for law enforcement. Therefore, this study focused on the impact of eco-
nomic, social, and psychological factors, showing that poverty, unemploy-
ment, family disintegration, and peer pressure play significant roles in en-
couraging criminal behavior. Additionally, psychological factors such as
depression and addiction significantly contribute to criminal actions. The
study concluded that improving economic conditions and enhancing com-
munity awareness through media and arts are essential for crime prevention.
It also highlighted the role of security presence, surveillance, and urban
planning in reducing opportunities for crime.

The study recommended adopting preventive policies that involve
strengthening cooperation between families, educational institutions, and
media, updating legislation to address modern crimes such as cybercrime,
and enhancing coordination between law enforcement agencies and the
community to create an environment of mutual trust for effective crime pre-
vention.

Keywords: Illegal Opportunity Structure Theory, Criminal Behavior, Social
Theory
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