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The term "I only knew good about him" is used by Abu al-Fath
Abd al-Wahid ibn Muhammad ibn Masrur al-Balkhi, as
reported by al-Khatib al-Baghdadi in Tarikh Baghdad: "An
Inductive, Analytical, and Comparative Study"

Prepared by Dr. Nasser ibn Muhammad ibn Ibrahim al-Huwaimel
Associate Professor, Department of Sunnah and Its Sciences, College of
Fundamentals of Religion

Email: nhoweml@gmail.com

Abstract:

This study undertakes an inductive and analytical examination of the
critical expression used by Abu al-Fath Abd al-Wahid ibn Muhammad
ibn Masrur al-Balkhi (d. 378 AH): "I only know good about him", as
transmitted by al-Khatib al-Baghdadi in Tarikh Baghdad. The research
investigates twelve narrators to whom this phrase was applied, analyzing
its critical significance and comparing its usage with the practice of Imam
Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Abu Dawud al-Sijistani, and al-Daraqutni.

The study concludes that the phrase, in Ibn Masrur's usage, denotes
apparent reliability and the absence of known defects, yet does not rise to
the level of explicit thiqa (trustworthiness). Rather, it occupies an
intermediate rank, equivalent to the later term saduq (truthful). The
findings further demonstrate Ibn Masrur's caution in issuing judgments,
as he employed this phrase when he could not affirm stronger reliability.
The research recommends broader investigation of nuanced critical
expressions among early hadith critics, and systematic comparison across
different authorities, in order to better define their ranks within the
framework of jarh wa-tadil.

Keywords: Hadith criticism, Jarh wa-Tadil, "I only know good about
him", Ibn Masrur, al-Khatib al-Baghdadi.
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