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Transformations of the Poetic Image in the Mu'allagat: From
Traditional Structure to Artistic Displacement
Mohamed Jibril Abu al-Futuh Hamouda
Department of Literature and Criticism, Faculty of Arabic
Language, Itay al-Baroud, Al-Azhar University, Egypt.
Email: mohamedjiibryl@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:
This study seeks to explore the transformations of the poetic
image in the Mu‘allagat—seminal texts in pre-Islamic Arabic
poetry—from a traditional structure rooted in sensory imitation
and direct representation to a more defamiliarized structure
characterized by symbolic and aesthetic expression. The research
reveals that the poetic imagery in the Mu‘allagat emerged from a
tangible, sensory-based environment, where the desert landscape
and the poet’s daily experiences served as primary sources of
visual and emotional content. These images were typically framed
using classical rhetorical devices such as simile, metaphor, and
metonymy, However, these traditional images were not static or
merely descriptive. They often displayed early signs of artistic
deviation, employing suggestion, emotional depth, and symbolic
intensity to transcend literal representation. This shift is
particularly evident in the poems’ depictions of ruins atlal,
women, camels, and horses—recurring motifs that, while
grounded in physical reality, frequently reflect the poet’s inner
experience and emotional response, The study concludes that,
despite their sensory immediacy, the poetic images of the
Mu‘allagat contain the seeds of an evolving aesthetic
consciousness—one that connects the poet’s internal world to the
external environment and uses poetry as a medium for emotional
expression and existential reflection rather than mere replication
of reality. The study employs a descriptive-analytical method to
trace these transformations and unpack their artistic and symbolic
dimensions within their cultural context.
Keywords: Poetic imagery, Defamiliarization, Mu‘allagat, Pre-
Islamic poetry, Arabic rhetoric, Symbolism, Sensory
representation.
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