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The Semiotics of the Rhetorical Image

in the Poetry of Ka’b ibn Ma’dan al-Ashqari
(Poet of the Umayyad Wars) (d. 102 AH)
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The Semiotics of the Rhetorical Image in the Poetry of Ka’b ibn
(Ma’dan al-Ashqari (Poet of the Umayyad Wars) (d. 102 AH
Hazem Ahmed Hassan Selit

Department of Arabic Language and Islamic Studies, Faculty of Education,
Mansoura University.

Email: hazemseleet@mans.edu.eq

Abstract:

Semiotic studies are among the most crucial modern
studies in analyzing literary texts and highlighting their
aesthetics, particularly the semiotic study of the American
philosopher Pierce. The image is the core of ancient poetry,
and it is built upon it; no poems are without images,
especially rhetorical images. Therefore, this research will
examine the semiotics of rhetorical image in the works of
one of the Umayyad era’s distinguished poets who excelled
in its articulation, Ka’b ibn Ma’dan al-Ashqari (d. 102 AH).

This paper aims to rely on semiotics to understand the
specificities of the rhetorical image in the poetic discourse of
Ka’b ibn Ma’dan al-Ashqgari (the poet of the Umayyad
wars). It also aims to reconsider rhetorical arts according to
modern approaches in the poetry of a poet who excelled in
imagery and allusion, both rhetoric and meaning. It
transcends the traditional rhetorical analysis of the image to
highlight its significance, symbolic aspects, and suggestive
dimensions according to the mechanisms of semiotic
analysis.

The paper tackled the relationship between semiotics,
the science of signs, and the four arts of rhetoric. It
examined the semiotics of the simile, the metaphorical
image, the metonymic image, and the semiotics of
synecdoche in the poetry of Ka’b al-Ashqari.

Keywords: Semiotics, image, rhetorical image, Ka’b al-
Ashgari.
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