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Abstract:

This study seeks to benefit from the polyphonic theory
developed by the Russian philosopher Mikhail Bakhtin
in the context of the novel and aims to extend its
application by applying it to poetic texts, treating poetry
as a literary discourse with a narrative character.

The mufaddaliyya poem of ‘Amr ibn al-Uhtam (d. 57
AH) was chosen as a case study to explore the extent to
which the elements of polyphony can be realized within
this poem.

The research is divided into two main sections. The first
is the theoretical section, where the researcher examines
the concept of the polyphonic poem and its most
significant artistic and intellectual components—such as
the multiplicity of voices, the diversity of characters, the
variation in languages and styles, and the presence of a
dialogic tendency.

The second section is applied, in which the researcher
analyzes the poem in light of these elements to identify
the presence of multiple voices and uncover the dialogic
dimensions embedded in the structure of the poem.

In conclusion, the study summarizes the key findings,
the most important of which is that the poem is
characterized by a multiplicity of voices, with each voice
expressing its own unique perspective independent of the
authority of the poet/author. This diversity contributed
to shaping the poetic vision and enriching the internal
dialogue of the poem, thus establishing it as a genuine
example of a polyphonic poem.

Keywords:

Early Islamic poetry, poetry of ‘Amr ibn al-Uhtam,
narrative structure in early Islamic poetry, multiplicity
of voices, polyphonic poem.
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