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Agape and Eros: The Dialectic of Love between Greek
Philosophy and Christian Theology in Anders Nygren

Abstract: This study aims to examine the dialectic of love
between Greek philosophy and Christian theology in Anders
Nygren’s theological project, which sharply distinguishes
between Eros as an ascending love grounded in desire, and
Agape as a descending love based on gratuitous and
unconditional giving. The study begins by outlining the
concept of Eros in Plato and Aristotle, then discusses the
distinctive character of Agape in early Christianity, followed
by Nygren’s critique of the medieval attempts at synthesis
found in Augustine and Thomas Aquinas. It then turns to
Nygren’s reading of the Agape—Eros dichotomy. The research
further addresses the possibility of separating the two concepts
in light of philosophical and theological questions, and
concludes by drawing comparisons with modern thinkers such
as Kierkegaard, Paul Tillich, and Emmanuel Levinas, who
offered alternative approaches that highlight contemporary
debates on the meaning of love. The study argues that
Nygren’s contribution lies in emphasizing the uniqueness of
Agape within the Christian tradition; however, the strict
separation between Agape and Eros remains problematic,
prompting a more integrative vision grounded in the dialectic
of giving and desire, thereby opening a renewed philosophical
and theological horizon for understanding love.

Keywords: Anders Nygren — Agape — Eros — Greek
philosophy — Christian theology — Love — Augustine — Thomas
Aquinas — Kierkegaard — Paul Tillich — Levinas.
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(3) Wayne A. Meeks, The First Urban Christians: The Social World of
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