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Oral Archives in the Digital Environment: Toward a Proposed
Framework for Use of Artificial Intelligence in Processing,
Preservation, and Access

IAbstract

Oral heritage, deeply rooted in collective memory and practice, requires
systematic  collection,  professional  processing, and scholarly
documentation to ensure accessibility. As highlighted by the African
proverb—“When an African storyteller dies, a library burns”—the
preservation of oral traditions demands proactive engagement by Arab
archivists, who must initiate or collaborate on projects rather than await
external contributions. This study emphasizes the integration of artificial
intelligence to transform oral archive management through transcription,
translation, and audio enhancement. For example, oral interviews can be
converted into written transcripts using tools such as (Trint /Otter.ai).
Similarly, Al can transcribe and translate Arabic oral heritage into
multiple languages with tools like (DeepL), thereby extending access from
regional to global levels and ensuring long-term usability. Employing
both comparative and descriptive methods, the research explores strategies
for strengthening the preservation and accessibility of oral archives within
the digital environment.

Keywords :Oral Archives, Oral Heritage, Oral History, Artificial
Intelligence, Intelligent Oral Archives.
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