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Abstract:

The Place is a fundamental pillar of any narrative text, as no event or plot
development can occur outside a spatial framework, whether real or
imaginary, The setting plays a pivotal role in shaping the narrative structure,
organizing events, and revealing the characters’ features and personalities.

This research aims to shed light on the manifestations of place in the
novel "Shorab" by Afghan writer Babrak Argand, considered one of the most
prominent figures in contemporary Afghan fiction. Through his narrative
discourse and pictorial language, Argand has succeeded in imbuing the
village of Shorab with a vital dimension, making it an active entity that
accurately reflects Afghan reality and its impact on the political and social
transformations surrounding it.

The features of place are manifested in the novel through the duality of
open and closed place. The author also sought to blend the elements of time
and place in an integrated narrative fabric, each merging into the other, so
that each spatial scene has a specific time corresponding to it, and vice versa.
The impact of place in shaping the characters and determining their paths is
clearly evident, simultaneously reflecting their psychological state. Through
this structure, the novel presents an accurate picture of rural society with its
distinctive social character, the ideological connotations and implications it
carries, and the embodiment of the idea of adherence to customs, traditions
and norms, in addition to highlighting its inherited culture, which is
manifested in popular wisdom and proverbs.

Keywords: Afghan novel, "Babark Arghand”, "Shorab", place, time,
characters.
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