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Force- feeding in Pharaonic Egypt through the tomb scenes
Old Kingdom

Waleed Abdelaal Ahmed Hamdan
Department of History and Civilization, Faculty of Arabic
Language, Assiut University, Al-Azhar University, Egypt
Email: waleedhamdan.47@azhar.edu.eq
Hamada Hefzy Mohamed Abdel-Rahman
Department of History and Civilization, Faculty of Arabic
Language, Assiut University, Al-Azhar University, Egypt
Email: hamadaabdelrahaman.47@azhar.edu.eq
Abstract:
Egyptian tomb inscriptions from the Pharaonic era are replete with
diverse scenes depicting livestock, their breeding, bird hunting,
and related sports, all of which clearly indicate the Egyptians'
concern for animals and birds during that period, Ancient
Egyptian landscapes provide us with a lot of information that
proves the ancient Egyptians' knowledge of forcibly feeding their
animals and birds, by forcing the animal or bird to eat food by
force, to become fatter. This matter is different from grazing
animals in pastures, forests and swamps, and making them eat of
their own choice, or scattering grains for birds in pens. Egyptians
in modern times still use this method, and thus the present is
connected to the past in various traditions and Customs, What is
surprising and impressive is the continuity of the ancient Egyptian
identity, which has been passed down from generation to
generation, The research methodology followed the cases in
which forced feeding appeared and highlighted its scenes and
most important features. It also relied on the descriptive approach
and the analytical inductive method from the folds of the
archaeological remains represented in the scenes of the tombs of
the Old Kingdom. The study was divided as follows: First:
Nutrition and fattening in the ancient Egyptian language. Second:
The materials used in nutrition and fattening and the method of
their manufacture and formation. Third: Scenes of forced feeding
in the scenes of the tombs of the Old Kingdom and their
connotations.
Keywords: Force feeding, Fattening, Views, Tombs, inoculation.
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(1) Houlihan, P.F., The Animal World of the Pharaohs. London, 1996,
p.13; Evans, L., Animal Behavior in Egyptian Art, Oxford, 2010,
p.57.
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Brier, B., & Hobbs, H., Daily life of The Ancient Egyptians, London ,
2008, p.97.

2 Labae Jaill olae aga Larde g e Jaill (sal5 (e S Toha ciladiiadll Jaii (V)
) olalls Jadiat Ay laliss L3l ombY) 35aa e ole IS A Gladl
(3 dape Ale )sa) Cilabiivall 638 slia (8 Cusiy (Gl ause e o
YY JS) el A clilal) Gaas sl cilis ag)s ) st Ledbll e
(YT Sy

8] A ¢ jpaaia Gaye Suie Aangt el jame b Asasd) SLall ¢ un cAdiise
AV epaa) 43V

O aliig Apilall ff Hsdall b culS olpu ol juas o3 jillaall cadye (€)
Dlsa) Jahy ol syudan s cdyyliall gl e Lgilead ¢ Hlai) (e
s salall Jillaa cudpe LS ¢ P gilas e lpabia J3ie e B 2
o 2 saacl Uige 28 ooy Ll (gAY 5ye (e DES jillaal) Caliss
idlae il AV Aalll s gl Jhalls (ole 3da s Ll e Aals
e=bl) Sl i Al gl Ly il tela A8 edaany (8 aasiy ¢ lsals

& YYou i&:
w



Al A gall peme plaa Hhlie A e diige 8l pan (B (A edl) Ldadll) sl

Blas (e Osutitys Oslety Al Hsuaall 3 Gspadll J)) Las
iy pbygdg agililsan ()s2ays ) aa (et 11 3 caaalaal
i b o sl plad sa b bl jualall Joail & gy cdiglall
L yamal) A ged) Ay paind lacyly gaal)l i Laag ecilye Y1y 2l
(i 3 Ts Bl cllag Al

) el L jela Al VW e o il meie Hls Sy
sl maial) o 4 alaie¥) 23 LS clgilan aals Laylalia 3y (Al
silie Hlalie Al A1 Gl L e sl Shaay) sl
gl 4l
A gall e Al Cracdy
Al dypeaall Zalll b Cppenilly Ldal) Y
eling Lo lia A8yl Gpandlly 0300 8 Aeddiaall ol sal) : LAl
Y a5 Aaail) Agall e alie lalie g dypudl) Al lalie GG
el g
Aahl) 5yu) peme jlie Hlalie 3 Ayl L3l (Y)
Asdlal) 5] geae plie llie B dgedll 3,3 (Y)
Aol 53] geac pilie Hhlie 8 Ayl ddaall ()

o) e sl i d I b oS cpnl) L oy Letle s Gl
aa L;ADL‘:‘)H} chl\ $uLcj J.u.d\ é}‘)f c°‘\°ua ‘Z\A;msl\ paa 'é)\..a; olc ULAAAJ

NIV a oY v o) g daala (oY) 4K Gysiie e piiuale Al ciagadl)

¢ & Yyov Q



PY Y0 Ll — S 1Yl — oeiNily ol 322l — 59, L1 Skl dy el delll &S dlxs

1 Aagail) 4 paal) Al & Cppandlly 4330 Yl

s A0 Al Glallaadll (aey Al il hle A oy
LAl Jea sam.t A Gweadin) Gua ekl peadlly dpdadl)
O ppansil

L o5l e gy ccppantlly 3l inay U S0l 4,

g ardind (S5 calabaly pandiy 4355 inay el (D S Ll

IS ) pag (i)" aalS Jiye 8 aal) 4335 e ek dum (gl

(1) Wb IV, p. 164.
(2) Wb IV, p. 565.
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Duel, The Mastaba of Mereruka, vol. 11, pl.153.
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PM 1ll, pp. 468-478; Houlihan, P.F., "A Guide to the Wildlife

Represented in the Great Swampland Scene in the Offering-chapel
of Ti (no. 60) at Saqgara”, GM 155 (1996), p.19;
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Bailleul-lesuer, The Exploitation of Live Avian, fig.60.
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(2) Duel, P., The Mastaba of Mereruka, Chicago, vol. I, 1938, pl.52;
Bailleul-lesuer, F.R., The Exploitation of Live Avian Resources in
Pharaonic Egypt: A socio-Economic Study, Ph.D, Chicago, 2016,
fig.60.

(3) Duel, The Mastaba of Mereruka, vol. I, pl.52; Evans, Animal
Behavior, p.79, fig. 6-25.
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Harpur, and Scremin, The Chapel of Kagemni,fig.13.

(1) Harpur, Y., and Scremin, P., The Chapel of Kagemni: Scene Details
Reading, Oxford, 2006,fig.13.
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(2) Reed, C.A., Wild Animals Ain’t So Wild: Domesticating them
Not So Difficult, 1986, pp. 8- 10; Brown, C.J., Animal Husbandry,
vol. 2, England, 1987, p. 23.
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Strandberg, A., The Gazelle in Ancient Egyptian Art Image and

Meaning, Uppsala 2009, pp.7-32.
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(1) Bailleul-lesuer, The Exploitation of Live, fig.60.
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(1) Swinton, J., "Foot and Drink", Behind the Scenes Daily Life Old
Kingdom Egypt, Oxford, (2012), p. 50, fig. 15.
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Keel, O., "Das Bocklein in der Milch seiner Mutter und Verwandtes: Im
Lichte eines altorientalischen Bildmotivs", OBO 33 (1980), p.60;
Kanawati, N., & Hassan, A., The Teti Cemetery at Saqqgara, vol. I,
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BACE: Bulletin of the Australian Centre for Egyptology.
Macquarie Univ.

BIFAO: Bulletin de L'Institut Francais d'archéologie
Orientale
(Le Caire).

JEA: Journal of Egyptian Archaeology.

LA: Lexikon der Aegyptologie (Wiesbaden).
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OBO : Orbis Biblicus et Orientalis.

PM: Porter &, Moss (R. L. B.), Topographical Bibliography
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Paintings, 8 Vols. (Oxford).
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