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Abstract:
This paper seeks to examine the mechanisms of spatial construction
within poems through binary oppositions. The study is applied to
selected poems from the collection The Book of Erasure. and
Poems on the Long Barbed Wire by the Egyptian poet Ahmed
Fouad Goueli, specifically the poems of the second section of the
collection, entitled A Long Barbed Wire. In these texts, the poet
addresses-poetically the Arab civilizational crisis and the cultural
confrontation between the self and the other, spatially embodying
this conflict through spatial binary oppositions: the self as a place
and the other as a place; the past as a place (a ruin) and the present
as an actual place; the crisis as a lived place and the breakthrough,
hope, or dream of a better tomorrow as a proposed or anticipated
place. The paper is structured into an introduction and four
sections, each discussing types of spatial binary oppositions in the
poems of A Long Barbed Wire: Section One: (Proposed
Place/Actual Place). Section Two: (Place of the Self/Place of the
Other). Section Three: (Original Place/Emergent Place). Section
Four: (Ruined Place/Existing Place). The conclusion presents the
main findings, the most significant of which are: 1. Place in
Gouell's poetry functions as an objective correlative of the
fractured self, both individual and collective, with the "proposed
place” remaining unattainable under the weight of the "actual place.
2. The place of the self" is locked in a perpetual struggle with the
"place of the other," yet every chance of the self's triumph is lost, as
the conflict is settled, in most of its rounds, in favor of the other's
place. 3. The original place retreats before the emergent place, and
even upon its return, it either comes back fractured, unable to
endure, or returns already carrying within it the potential
resurgence of its rival-the emergent place. 4. The ruined place
dissolves into the grip of the existing place, leaving the self without
the capacity to recall or summon the past, even in its broken form.
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