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Narrative of Colors in Yahya al-Taher Abdullah's Short
Stories

Dr. Mohammed Mahmoud Hussien Mohammed

e Abstract

The study reveals the semantics and impact of colors on forming the
narrative structure of Yahya al-Taher Abdullah's short stories at the
thematic and artistic levels. Colors are examined not only as a visual
element that adds poetic and aesthetic dimensions to the text, but- more
importantly- as a human experience that encompasses psychological,
social, and cultural purposes. First, the study aims to unveil the
intellectual conception underlying the narrator's consciousness as
embodied in the narrating self and the position toward others, whether
those who share one's miserable conditions or those belonging to the
authority who represent a source of oppression that one can only confront
through narrative discourse. In this discourse, color is an active structural
component, where meaning is present when color is present and vice
versa. Second, the study identifies the artistic form of the components of
this discourse: Action, character, narration, place, language, etc.

Therefore, the present study highlights the semantic and aesthetic
impacts resulting from the use of color, which can be observed through
the relationship between color and narrative context, on the one hand, and
between color and the narrative structure, on the other. It adopts the
narrative semiotic approach, which makes the search for meaning its goal,
derived from stories through the interaction of verbal and narrative
structures simultaneously. Accordingly, the study comprises two themes:
(@). The role of the narrative context in identifying color semantics and its
discourse transformations; (b). narrative techniques of presenting the
color semantics.

e Keywords: Yahya al-Taher Abdullah, Stories, Colors, Narration,
Semiotics

™) Assistant Professor of Modern Literature, Department of Arabic
Language, Faculty of Arts- (Sohag University- Egypt)
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