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Abstract

This study addresses the system of social values in
Lamiyyat al-‘Arab by al-Shanfara, and the construction of
the value framework that preserved the identity of the Arab
nation. The poem has received wide scholarly attention and
rose above other Arabic lamiyyat, earning the title
Lamiyyat al-‘Arab due to its rich linguistic, imagistic, and
poetic substance, in addition to the authentic Arab values it
embodies. The study seeks to distinguish between “value”
and “ethic,” and therefore focuses on the system of values
in this poem, attributed to one of the su‘lak poets who
rebelled against social conventions. The poem thus
represents a rebellious “self” in confrontation with the

“other”.
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Because of its importance, the poem has been translated
into several languages such as English, French, German,
and Polish, and has been the subject of many Orientalist
studies, including those of Redhouse, Krenkow, Nd&ldeke,
De Sacy, and Hammer-Purgstall. It has also been
extensively commented upon both in classical and modern
times: by al-Mubarrad (d. 285 AH), al-Tabriz1 (d. 502 AH),
al-Zamakhshar1 (d. 538 AH), and al-‘Akbart (d. 616 AH),
with further manuscript commentaries by Tha‘lab, Ibn
Durayd, al-Damiri, al-Qasami al-Dimashqgi, and al-Tazi.
Remarkably, the poem was also explained in Persian by
Ghulam Husayn al-Shirazi.

The purpose of the research is to study the features of the
Arab personality and the system of values within the limits
of the discourse of Lamiyyat al-‘Arab, and its
transformation according to the social circumstances that

imposed some transformation.

The study adopts a descriptive synchronic methodology,
using analytical tools and drawing upon auxiliary sciences,
In an attempt to examine and frame the system of values
embodied in the Arab personality as reflected in this

poetical discourse.

Keywords: Personality, System, Values, Lamiyyat al-
‘Arab.
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