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The Life of Al-Kasrawi and the Reasons for His Conversion to Sunni Islam
Reem bint Abdullah Al-Luhaidan / Nasser bin Abdullah Al-Qafari
Department of Creed and Contemporary Doctrines, College of Sharia and
Islamic ~ Studies, Qassim University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Email: REEM 087@HOTMAIL.COM

Abstxr=act

This study explores the early sectarian strife and theological divisions that
emerged within the Muslim Ummah following the assassination of the third Caliph,
‘Uthman ibn ‘Affain (may Allah be pleased with him). It sheds light on the
foundational causes behind the rise of sects—foremost among them the Rafidah
(Shi‘a)—whose origin traces back to the subversive activities of ‘“Abd Allah ibn
Saba’, a Jewish convert who fueled discord and incited rebellion by spreading
hatred and misinformation among new and weak believers. His influence
contributed to the upheaval that led to the caliph’s murder and the subsequent
fragmentation of the Muslim community—an outcome foretold by the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH), who prophesied the division of his Ummah into seventy-three
sects, only one of which would remain upon the true path.

Within this context, the study focuses on a pivotal theological shift—namely, the
conversion of some adherents of the Rafidah to Sunni Islam. The research
highlights the case of Shaykh Muhammad ibn ‘Abd Allah Al-Kasrawi (may Allah
have mercy on him), who began his life deeply rooted in Shi‘a beliefs but eventually
renounced them after engaging in critical study of Sunni texts, deeply
contemplating the Qur’an, and objectively comparing doctrinal foundations. This
intellectual and spiritual journey led him to recognize the errors in his previous
beliefs and embrace the creed of Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-Jama‘ah. His transformation
was not a result of emotional reaction or social pressure, but rather a sincere
pursuit of truth grounded in scholarship and inner conviction.

The study aims to analyze the causes, manifestations, and implications of such
theological transformations through a historical and analytical lens. It
demonstrates how, when left untainted by external influences, the pure human
disposition (fitrah) naturally inclines toward the authentic creed of Islam as
brought by the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). This research contributes to a
deeper understanding of internal doctrinal shifts and underscores the role of
knowledge, sincerity, and critical engagement in guiding individuals toward the
truth.

Keywords: Life, Al-Kasrawi, Reasons, Conversion, Sunni Islam
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