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Abstract

This analytical study addresses the phenomenon of the failure and
success of regional organizations, presenting an integrated theoretical
framework that connects public policy theories with international
relations theories, including Realism, Liberalism, and Constructivism.
By applying theories such as Rational Choice, Institutionalism, Policy
Networks, in addition to Regional Hegemony and the theory of
Independent Domestic Public Policy, the study provides a
comprehensive explanation for the collapse of certain organizations.
The study demonstrates, through the analysis of failed cases such as
the United Arab Republic, Brexit, and Malaysia, that collapse often
stems from internal conflicts over interests and power. From a
Rational Choice perspective, parties decide to secede when the costs
(such as loss of sovereignty) outweigh the benefits, which aligns with
the realist concept of national interest as a driving force. Institutional
theory explains the collapse as a failure of joint institutions to adapt to
internal disparities, while Policy Networks theory highlights the role of
interest networks in undermining the organization. Regional
Hegemony theory provides an additional framework, showing that the
organization collapses when weaker parties reject coercive hegemony.
The theory of Independent Domestic Public Policy asserts that
attempts by a hegemonic power to impose domestic policies that
conflict with local values are the root cause of the conflict, which
Constructivist analysis interprets as a conflict over identity.

In contrast, the ASEAN case study presents a successful and different
model. The analysis shows that its success lies in applying principles
that balance national sovereignty and regional cooperation. Through
the principle of non-interference, ASEAN aligns with the theory of
Independent Domestic Public Policy, which ensures the independence
of member states. From a Regional Hegemony perspective, the
association operates on the principle of cooperative hegemony and
collective leadership, which reduces the sense of threat among weaker
states. This model confirms that regional organizations can thrive
when a fair balance of interests is reached, and decisions are made
based on consensus and mutual benefit, which is supported by Liberal
thought.

Keywords: Theories of International Cooperation, Public Policy
Theories, Hegemony Theory, Independence Theory, Regional
Organizations.
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