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Abstract:

The study publishes eight marble tombstones of different sizes and
shapes, representing new styles of tombstones, some of which are written in
Ottoman Turkish with introductory phrases in Arabic, and some of which are
written in both Arabic and Ottoman Turkish. Some of them were written in
Ottoman Turkish with a translation of the text on the back of the tombstone
into Arabic. These tombstones contained many features that distinguished
them from other tombstones. Some of their writings came to express the
political and social conditions that the Ottoman Empire and the members of
the Ottoman royal family went through in its final stage and after the
elimination of the Ottoman Caliphate. These evidences also express the
development of linguistic expressions on gravestones, which are no longer
limited to expressions of death, paradise, and requests for mercy and
forgiveness. The lines used in these evidences also varied, and some were
distinguished and even unique, by some being recorded in Riq’a script on
marble, which shows the extent of the artist’s skill in using this type of script
with such skill on marble. Some of the tombstones were distinguished by the
implementation of decorative elements that were prevalent in Ottoman
architecture and applied arts, such as the tughra of the Ottoman sultans and
caliphs, in addition to the decoration of the royal badge and the crown of the
Ottoman Empire, especially since some of these tombstones belong to
members of the Ottoman Caliphate family, whether wives of the sultans, or
their daughters, or sons. A number of these tombstones were distinguished by
the presence of the engraver's signature on them, and all of them were signed
in the name of one person, who himself had a tombstone among these
tombstones dedicated to him and his wife, the daughter of the Ottoman
Caliph. This also demonstrated the emergence of a new style of tombstones
that we might call the style of double tombstones.

Keywords: Double tombstones, Sultan Mohamed Wahid al- Din, Saliha
Sultan.
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