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Abstract

Egyptian playwright Marwa Farouk takes a different approach in exposing the oppressive
practices of patriarchy. She opposes grand narratives and absolute gender truths to
depict the impact of these practices on both men and women. In her play "A Very
Ordinary Madness" (2007), Farouk depicts how men are subjected to similar experiences
as women under the dominance of patriarchy: attempts to impose guardianship and
demands that they live within the gendered framework. Therefore, this research employs
postfeminist concepts and Judith Butler's theory of gender performativity to answer the
pivotal question: How does the dramatic text "A Very Ordinary Madness" present a
representation of men and women that challenges cultural stereotypes of gender? This
research has revealed a set of dramatic mechanisms employed by the text to
demonstrate gender performativity, whether at the level of shaping space and the
presence of male and female bodies within it, or at the level of the characters' linguistic
performances within a vision that transcends the traditional binary conflict between
masculinity and femininity. This approach emphasizes the fluidity and instability of
gender identities, and thus the possibility of changing them through a series of repetitive
actions.

Keywords...Feminist Theatre, Postfeminism, A Very Ordinary Madness, The Other, Judith
Butler.
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