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The Risks of the Spread of Online Sports Betting
and Its Impact on Social Security
A Socio-Anthropological Study

Abstract

The current study aimed to identify the risks associated with the
spread of online sports betting and its impact on social security. The
researcher relied on a purposive sample of 10 individuals who
participate in online sports betting platforms. Data were collected
using a case study guide and analyzed through an anthropological
approach. The findings of the study revealed that football is the
most popular sport on the platform 1x Bet ¢ which is considered
one of the most prominent online sports betting websites globally.
The study also showed that advertisements and peer influence are
the two primary factors contributing to the spread of online sports
betting. Moreover« the dream of quick wealth was identified as one
of the main economic motivators for many individuals to engage in
betting—especially in the context of rising unemployment and poor
economic conditions. From a social perspectivec the most
significant motivators that make these participants engage in betting
include: ease of access to the platform¢ anonymity¢ imitation of
influential social models< weakened religious deterrence¢ self-
affirmation¢ thrill-seeking behavior¢< ongoing life pressures¢ fragile
social relationships¢ recreational use¢ and finally¢ family
disintegration. Additionally¢< the research further revealed that
online sports betting poses numerous societal risks and affects
public safety. These risks begin with a decline in national income
and the spread of poverty« followed by the deterioration of values¢
rise in crime rates¢ increased school dropouts¢ and ultimately¢ a
decline in work productivity.

Keywords: Risks, Online Sports Betting, Social Security.
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