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ABSTRACT

This is a literature and vistas on Egyptian acarology, from Linnaeus to September 2025. The bibliography
includes references to 2868 published books and papers on all aspects of acarology in Egypt, including taxonomy,
ecology, agriculture and pest management, and medical and veterinary sciences. References were collected from
a search of online databases, from printed books and papers, from information provided by personal
communications with acarologists in Egypt and all the world, and from a search of national and international
conferences. Most of the publications were written by Egyptian authors, but we also include some publications
by international authors that make an important contribution to studies of the Egyptian fauna. The resulting
bibliography will provide a resource to support all future studies of Egyptian mites. The bibliography will allow
international colleagues to include information from Egypt in their large-scale acarological research programs in
a way that has not been possible before.
Keywords: Acarology, taxonomy, ecology, biology, control, Egypt

INTRODUCTION

Humans have been aware of the existence of mites in Egypt for several thousand years. Huchet et al.
(2013) report the discovery of ticks on a mummified dog that dates from the Roman Period, in approximately
the third to fourth centuries AD. They also illustrate a painting of a hyena-like animal with structures in its ear
that appear to be ticks, dating from approximately 1473-1458 BC. The study of ticks is still an important part of
Egyptian acarology, but the science has expanded dramatically to include plant protection, pest control,
parasitology, and biodiversity. Zaher & Hanna (1982) reviewed some of the authors who have made important
contributions to the study of mites in Egypt, and Zaher (2007) summarised of some of the major trends of
acarological research. The literature on these subjects includes the work of many authors and is spread over a
very wide range of publications. Some of those publications are in specialised journals that are not widely
circulated outside Egypt. We have therefore compiled a bibliography of Egyptian acarology from Linnaeus to
2025, to facilitate access to that literature by a wider international audience. A comprehensive listing of the
literature on Egyptian acarology has not been attempted before. This work is a bibliography of references not
only related to mite systematics, but also covering faunistic, biological, and ecological and pest control research.
METHODS AND CONVENTIONS

We collected information about Egyptian acarology in several ways — by asking colleagues to send their
lists of publications; by searching Web of Science and other on-line databases; by searching library copies of
relevant journals; and by searching the authors' own collections of books and reprints. In the list presented here,
we have tried to include all published reports of mites in Egypt, regardless of the nature of the publication in
which they appear, except that unpublished theses are not included. Some of the publications listed are
international in scope, but are included here because they make significant contributions to the Egyptian mite
fauna. We have tried to include every publication that adds to knowledge of the mite fauna of Egypt, including
all aspects of acarology, except that the coverage of literature on ticks is more selective. The literature on
Egyptian ticks is enormous, including many hundreds of papers on a relatively limited number of species. We
therefore made a selection from that literature, including papers dealing with taxonomy and identification of
ticks, host specificity, life cycles, and geographic distribution, but excluding papers about tick-borne disease
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organisms, molecular biology of viruses, endosymbionts, and other papers that are not specifically about ticks
themselves. We acknowledge the element of subjectivity in that process, but a full bibliography of tick-borne
disease is far beyond the scope of this study.

Each publication in this list is marked with (A), (B), or (C), as follows —

(A): Means we have personally seen a copy of this paper (2,687 cases).

(B): The reference information was taken from Web of Science or another indexing source, but we have not seen
a copy of the paper (85 cases).

(C): Means we have not confirmed the details of this reference. This usually means the publication appears in
the list of references in another paper, but we have not been able to find a copy (96 cases).

The titles of papers and journals are cited exactly as in the original reference, including errors if any. The
Digital Object Identifier (DOI) is included where possible, but it is only available in a minority of cases, and the
DOI provided by publishers is not always accurate. The transliteration of personal names from Arabic into English
is not always easy. The names of authors are listed here exactly as they are within each paper; even if that means
a single author's name is spelled in several different ways. Hyphens and spaces are ignored when arranging
authors' names in alphabetical order. Personal names are reduced to initials even if they were presented in full
in the original paper.

We cannot provide details of every species of mite mentioned in every paper. A limited search of the
bibliography can be conducted by searching for the names of mite taxa in the titles of the cited papers. A search
of that type showed that the most thoroughly studied group of mites in Egypt is the agriculturally important
spider mites of the family Tetranychidae. The genus name Tetranychus occurs in almost 700 of the papers listed.

It is impossible to avoid errors in any work of this type. Despite the immense number of papers and
periodicals listed here, some works might have been missing. We respectfully request readers inform the
corresponding author of errors and omissions so they can be incorporated into a future edition of this work. We
would like to sincerely thank all the Egyptian acarologists who provided us with their published papers or their
list of publications for inclusion in this work. Details are provided in the Acknowledgements section at the end of
this work.
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