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Research Abstract

This study aims to analyze the phenomenon of irregular
migration of unaccompanied children by examining its historical
development, current realities, and future scenarios. The research
focuses on the social and demographic dimensions of this issue,
investigating the driving factors, challenges faced by migrant
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children during their journey, and their experiences in destination
countries.

The study adopts the case study approach, utilizing in-depth
interviews as the primary data collection tool. The sample was
selected using the snowball sampling technique and included
returned migrant children, children residing in Italy, their families,
and representatives from governmental and international
organizations concerned with migration.

The findings reveal that economic, social, and educational
factors are the primary drivers of child migration, with
unemployment, poverty, and low-quality education playing
significant roles in families’ decisions to send their children
abroad. The study also highlights the severe risks faced by these
children, including exploitation, violence, and legal instability in
host countries.

The research recommends enhancing economic and social
programs for at-risk families, improving education quality, and
providing vocational training opportunities for children as
alternatives to migration. Additionally, it calls for strengthening
international cooperation to protect the rights of migrant children
and improve integration policies.

Keywords:
Irregular migration, unaccompanied children, social
dimensions, demographic dimensions, international organization.
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