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Abstract

This study offers a descriptive-analytical reading of the story
Padang by the Iranian writer Bozorg Alavi, considering it as one of
the expressive narrative models in modern Persian prison literature.
Its significance lies in its attempt to shed light on this story as an
independent literary work, characterized by expressive density and
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technical diversity, which has not received extensive in-depth
analytical attention in literary studies.

The study aims to highlight the artistic and intellectual
features of the text by analyzing its narrative structure and
techniques, such as: the use of the first-person narrative, temporal
fragmentation, flashback technique, character construction, and
narrative fragmentation, all within the framework of the text’s
psychological, social, and symbolic dimensions.

It also focuses on the phenomena of polyphony and the
fragmentation of truth, viewing them as narrative mechanisms that
reflect a rupture in self-perception, and a transformation of
narration into a space for reflection and questioning—within a
context where the individual experience intersects with societal
structure and the position of power.

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach in dealing
with the text and exploring its expressive and semantic levels,
allowing Padang to be seen as a narrative work that engages with
issues of self and reality, and re-interrogates the concepts of truth,
identity, and justice within a specific literary framework.

Keywords:

Bozorg Alavi, Padang story, narrative techniques,
psychological, social, and symbolic analysis of the narrative text.
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