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Abstract
This study explores the female face as a formative element in pictorial
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art across human civilizations. It employs a descriptive—analytical
historical approach to trace the symbolic and aesthetic transformations
of its depiction from ancient times to modern and contemporary art.
Selected examples from diverse civilizations were analyzed to enable
comparison and reveal how artistic treatments of the female face
reflected cultural, religious, and social contexts.
The research highlights several key insights that can serve as entry
points for enriching contemporary painting practices:
= Symbolic Dimension: Reviving ancient symbolic associations of
the female face such as immortality, fertility, and spiritual vision
and reinterpreting them in modern contexts.
= Historical Dimension: Benefiting from the shifts in
representation, from classical ideals to modern experimentation,
as a developmental trajectory that informs contemporary
creativity.
= Social Dimension: Linking the image of women in art to broader
social transformations and intellectual movements, such as
feminism, to underscore art’s role as an agent of change.
= Aesthetic Dimension: Inspiring new visual approaches through
experimentation with lines, colors, and techniques, rooted in the
diversity of historical treatments of the female face.
The study concludes that the female face was never a neutral motif.
Rather, it consistently functioned as a symbolic and cultural medium that
can inspire contemporary practices, balancing local identity with global
artistic dialogue.
Keywords: Female Face, Human Civilizations, Aesthetic Symbolism,
Art Analysis, Contemporary Painting.
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