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The psycho-political theatre in the Arab world began to take shape
during the 1970s and 1980s, pioneered by a group of playwrights who
integrated political critique with the psychological deconstruction of the
human character. Theatre thus evolved from a form of entertainment into a
cultural instrument that mirrored socio-political transformations. Egyptian
theatre, in particular, was deeply influenced by revolutionary events—
especially the July 1952 Revolution, which infused it with a new vitality, both
in intellectual substance and expressive form. This was reflected in a wave of
theatrical productions that gave voice to a long-suppressed Egyptian spirit.
The society, undergoing a series of political upheavals, experienced what
could be described as latent psychological revolutions, internalized in the

images symbolizing the individual’s crisis in .collective consciousness as

confronting authority and reality

Within this framework, scenographic vision emerges as a vital analytical
tool in understanding psycho-political theatre. It surpasses the boundaries of
visual spectacle to become a means of expression, revealing the political and
psychological subtexts embedded within the dramatic structure. In this
theatrical form, scenographic elements,such as set design, lighting, spatial
composition, color palette, and costume,function as semantic components,
actively contributing to meaning-making and conveying deeper symbolic
layers tied to the characters and events.These visual elements are particularly
powerful when utilized to depict states of anxiety, alienation, dissociation, or
existential rupture resulting from oppressive regimes or inner turmoil. In such
contexts, visual composition transcends decorative aesthetics, transforming
into a dramatic language in its own right.

Asignificant interest in this form of theatre has emerged among
scenographers,both internationally and within the Arab world, who have left
their expressive mark through scenographic approaches characterized by
symbolism, abstraction, and the use of contemporary techniques. These artists
have succeeded in crafting powerful visual imagery that reflects the hidden
dimensions of the human psyche.Within this artistic and theoretical context,
the researcher has undertaken a scenographic interpretation aligned with the
themes of psycho-political theatre, through the design and realization of the
theatrical production"The Madmen's Party"(Haflat al-Majanin),offering a
visual treatment that resonates with the psychological and political depth of
the genre.

Keywords:
Political , Psychological, Theatre, Elements of Scenographic Composition,
the Semiotics of Expression
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