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Abstract:

This study aims to examine the policy of the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) as a small country that pursues a strategy of hedging and
balance in its foreign policy and forms various alliances with opposing
poles, which could potentially pose a future challenge to its foreign
policy .

Given the regional threats posed by Iran and the attacks carried out
by its proxies on oil tankers and Saudi Arabian facilities in 2019, the
UAE opted for diplomatic dialogue with Iran, which was evidenced by
UAE National Security Advisor Tahnoun bin Zayed Al-Nahyan’s visit
to Tehran in December 2021 and the reinstatement of Abu Dhabi's
ambassador to Tehran in August 2022, reflecting its strategic
approach fo managing tensions with Tehran through a policy of
strategic hedging. On the other hand, Abu Dhabi pursued a strategy
of normalising relations with Israel in order fo strengthen influence,
counterbalance Iranian sway, and address Iranian threats in the
region, driven by the shared objectives and mutual interests of Israel
and the UAE in diminishing Iranian influence in the region and their
realisation of the need to shoulder the responsibility of managing
regional security. Notwithstanding this, the UAE harbours concerns
regarding potential Israeli or Iranian counteroffensives, particularly
given the significance of its trade relations with Tehran. To mitigate
this, the UAE fortifies its trade partnership with Iran and facilitates
avenues for dialogue.

Accordingly, this study endeavours to analyse the United Arab
Emirates’ strategic hedging approach towards Iran and Israel. This will
be accomplished by focusing on three axes: the first looks at the
definition of a small state; the second scrutinises the foreign policies
of small states from a realist standpoint; and the third evaluates the
strategic hedging component of the UAE's policy towards Iran and
Israel.

Key Words: Small states, UAE, realist theory, Foreign policy,
Strategic hedging.
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